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Hark! the Christmas bells resounding
Earth's old jargon all confounding,
Round the world their tumult bounding,
Spreads ImmanueVs matchless fame.
Million hands their tribute bringing,
Million hearts around Him clinging,
Million tongues hosannas singing,
Swell the honors to His name.

M

Crown Him, monarchs, seers and sages!
Crown Him, bards, in deathless pages!
Crown Him King of all the ages!
Let the mighty anthem rise.
Hark! the crash of tuneful noises;
Hark! the children's thrilling voices;
Hark! the world in song rejoices;
Till the chorus shakes the skies.

t\

Living Christ, o'er sin victorious!
Dying Lamb, all meritorious!
Risen God, forever glorious!
Take our songs and hearts, we pray.
May we Thee, by faith descrying,
On Thy death for life relying,
Rise to rapture never-dying;
Rise with Thee to endless day.
—George Lansing

Taylor.
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V I S I T O R

December 18, 1939

The Miraculous Choice of Bethlehem

be fulfilled.
For all these guesses and
theories, there is not the slightest historical
evidence.
T h e nativity narratives give at least a
fivefold testimony to the fact that Jesus
was born at Bethlehem. Luke, the historian,
says that the Holy Family went down to
Bethlehem and there Jesus was born (Luke
2:4, 5); the angels said that a Savior had
been born in the city of David (2:11); the
shepherds said: "Let us now go even unto
Bethlehem" (2:15); Matthew said that the
birth of Jesus took place in Bethlehem
(Matt. 2:1); Herod the Great sent the
W i s e Men to Bethlehem to see the new
born babe (Matt. 2:8), and, later, fearing
for his own kingdom, he "sent forth and
slew all the male children that were in
Bethlehem" (Matt. 2:16). For 1,800 years
(not counting the century of the Apostolic
church), the unanimous testimony of the
Christian Church has been that Jesus was
born in Bethlehem.
All of the early
Church fathers spoke of this as an acknowledged fact. The greatest living authority on N e w Testament historical problems, Sir William Ramsay, forty years
ago, in his book, " W a s Christ Born at
Bethlehem?" presented such a mass of
historical evidence proving that Christ
was born at Bethlehem that most New
Testament scholarship since has considered the question settled beyond all doubt.
Some severely rationalistic critics still talk
about Nazareth as the place where this
event occurred. T o read their arguments
is only to be convinced of the folly of attempting to break the united testimony of
the N e w Testament and nearly two thousand years of Christian history.
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Wilbur
The ivonderful

M. Smith,

D.D.

meeting of prophecy, gene alogy, and governmental
birth of Christ.

Once again Christian people will be singing, in ine oeautipul words of t-'nuups
Brooke, of that "little town of Bethlehem,"
in whose streets shone "the everlasting
Light." Perhaps we sometimes forget how
marvelous was the providence of God in
bringing to pass the birth of the Messiah in
that once obscure town.
In this article
Dr. Smith brings together many striking
historical and Scriptural facts which trouble the higher critics exceedingly, and give
Christians' new reasons for thanking and
praising our all-wise and
all-powerful
heavenly Father.
^UR faith rests solidly upon historical
events, but upon historical events that
are characterized by miracles. Thus a
careful study of Bethlehem as a birthplace
of our Lord will reveal to every unprejudiced student of the W o r d of God at least
five miraculous elements.
The first is in the realm of prophecy.
The prophet Micah was a contemporary of
Hezekiah (Jer. 26:18), and it is commonly
admitted that his discourses, which go to
make up the book of Micah, were uttered
within a period of twenty years, the earliest date of which would be about 722 B.C.
In the Book of Micah we find a definite
prophecy that the coming Messiah would
be born in the city of Bethlehem: "But
thou, O Beth-lehem Ephrathah, which art
little to be among the thousands of Judah,
out of thee shall one come forth unto me that
is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth
are from old, from everlasting." (Micah
5:2, R.V.). Though the critics have tried
to tear this passage out of its place in the
Old Testament, or so to revise its phraseology as to make it an incomprehensible
utterance, yet the whole world of scholar,
ship today recognizes this passage as clearly predicting that the Messiah would be
born in Bethlehem, and every Old Testament critic of first rank would grant that
the utterance was made at least six hundred years before the birth of the Savior.
The whole Jewish Sanhedrin at the time
of our Savior's birth admitted the passage
t o be messianic (Matt. 2:6), and thirty
years after the birth of Jesus, the Jews
of Palestine were stilj willing to admit
that Micah spoke of the coming Messiah
(John 7:41, 42). Dr. Frants Buhl, a modern Jewish scholar, Professor of Semitic
philology in the University of Copenhagen,
. writes: "Micah predicted that Bethlehem
Ephratah would be the birthplace of a
new Messianic David.''
Fantastic
Theories
The great question is, Was Jesus born
in Bethlehem? It may surprise many read-

decrees

at
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ers to know that this has sometimes been
denied by rationalistic critics. Some say
that Jesus was born at Nazareth. Others
say, we do not know where he was born,
but that his birthplace was not Bethlehem.
A contemporary Jewish scholar, Dr. Joseph Klausner, Professor in the great Hebrew University in Jerusalem
says,
that Jesus was born in a town called Beth,
lehem, not in Bethlehem of Judah, but in
the little town of that name located far
north, near Nazareth, in the Province of
Zebulon (Josh. 19:15, the only place where
this town is mentioned in the Bible). The
great German rationalist, David Friedrich
Strauss, said that Luke makes the birthplace of Jesus to be at Bethlehem, so that
the prophecy of Micah could be said to

Christmas in Prophecy and
Fulfillment
John A. Climenhaga
The Promised Seed in the garden was made
To the serpent who had beguiled Eve.
The plan of redemption thus early was laid
As you in the Scriptures can see.
Years following this to Abram was given
The Promise of Blessing for all;
For the world had been lost through sin it was
riven,
The curse was upon all through the fall.
The Sceptre was promised by Jacob we're told
When blessing his sons in old age.
The link was to be through Judah, the bold;
A real intercessor this sage.

A Prophecy

Made 700 Years

Before

The first great miracle, then, in Christ
being born in Bethlehem (the supreme miracle of the Virgin Birth, of Christ being
conceived by the Holy Ghost in the womb
Even he who would curse the Israel of God
In prophecy said that he saw
of the Virgin Mary, does not enter into
A STAR come from Jacob who would subdue
this discussion) was that seven hundred
Moab,
How great is the message of law!
years before his birth took place, a prophet
A Prophet the LORD shal! raise up among recorded the name of the very village in
men
which the Messiah would be born. As
Said Moses the gracious old sesr.
He surely had vision and great was his ken, Dr. A. T . Pierson once finely said: "MesIn his message we find no veneer.
siah must have a birthplace. Three conThrough Samuel God promised a Priest who
tinents, Europe, Asia, and Africa, were
should be
Most faithful and true in His walk.
known
to the ancient world; Asia was
How loving His promise to you and to me.
Not gossip but genuine talk.
chosen. But Asia has many countries—
one of them is indicated, a little country,
Wonderful, Counsellor, Isaiah proclaimed
Mighty God, Everlasting is He;
Most marvelously then, the prophet exclaimed known as the Land of Promise, Palestine
Prince of Peace He ever shall be.
or Syria. Here are three districts Judaea,
Galilee, Samaria. It is Judaea that is the
The prophecies ceased, no promise was heard;
God's hour to strike had not come.
But suddenly, listen, here came forth the word elect one. But here again are many vilTo you I have sent my own Son.
lages. Out of these thousands the favored
one is Bethlehem. T o make prediction
He sent His own Son in the fullness of time
Through woman every word was fulfilled
more
certain and definite, it is Bethlehem
SEED, BLESSING, and SCEPTRE. STAR,
in the Land of Judah. The prophet puts
PROPHET, and PRIEST,
PRINCE OP PEACE the world has been his finger on one obscure village on the
thrilled.
map of the world, but he speaks infallibly,
In worship, in walk, in service most, true
for the Omniscient God was behind his
May we every Christmas observe.
Through the coming of Christ our hearts have utterance."
(Continued on page 417)
been made new
Tn loyalty let us not swerve.
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we approach the publication date of
A Sthis,
our last issue of the Evangelical

Visitor for 1939, we are grateful to God
for every blessing received, and rejoice in the God-given opportunity afford,
ed us to send out the printed page to our
people throughout another year, and we
appreciate so much all the kind words that
have been written to us and spoken to us
in appreciation of our publication. Many,
in renewing, have expressed sincere words
of appreciation that have enabled us to
know that the ministry of the printed page
was covering a much wider field and accomplishing a great deal more than we
dreamed.
T h e past year has been the busiest one
that we have ever experienced. It has
meant both day and night toil to keep
abreast of the many conflicting duties and
the constant demand for sick visitation,
prayer and the ministry of the W o r d . All
this in addition to the constant daily and
heavy routine of our work at the Publishing Plant. Nevertheless, in it all and
through it all, it has been a great joy to
serve, our master. W e have tried to bring
our people things that were worthwhile
and would minister to their spiritual needs.
The next issue of the paper will be
dated' January 1, 1940, and we hope if
grace and strength are given us, to make
the Evangelical Visitor a stronger and
etter paper for the Kingdom of the Lord
Jesus during the coming year than in any
preceding one. T o do this, we will need
your cooperation and help in the w a y of
contributions and paid up subscriptions.
Perhaps you could send the paper to a
friend this year and thus extend its ministry. Several hundred gift subscriptions
would look mighty encouraging to start
the N e w Year. God bless you.

The Joy-Bells of Christmas
are Still Ringing
H E angel's message to the shepherds
T
was "good tidings of great joy which
shall be to all people." T h reason for
e

that joy was found in the announcement
that "Unto them was to be born in the
city of David a Savior, which is Christ the
Lord." W h e n we consider the fact that
the Old Testament closed with a dark
picture of Israel's failure, selfishness and
sin, and the N e w Testament opens its wonderful pages with a promise of blessing and
leads us immediately to the glorious message of Bethlehem, should we wonder that
hearts are filled with joy. T h e entire New
Testament scriptures are filled with joy
and hope and comfort.
T h e angel's message to Zachariah was
"Fear not"; to Joseph and Mary, it was
"Fear not"; to the shepherds, it was "Fear
not"; and the great covenant God, through
His prophetic promises, declared that under the new covenant, we "should serve

,_

Him without fear, in holiness and righteousness all our days."
Christmas time is the most wonderful
event in human history. T o the worldling,
of course, it may be a mere time of festive
celebration, a holiday to be observed, an
age-old custom which is nice and beautiful.
T o the Christian, Christmas means infinitely more than that. It immediately brings
to them a consciousness that there is a
remedy for sin, that the Babe of Bethlehem
came to fulfill the plan and purpose of
God and redeem the world and that there
is a Balm in Gilead. It matters little what
great delight may come to us because some
•j*,j* >i**j**j*»i**i«*j»»j**j* *}*****+« **«*j**t**v**'**,i*****»**;**4* ************* *****
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House bring to all our
friends sincere
Qhristmas Qreetings

of our friends have remembered us with
a gift. It also matters very little how
great the joy of family felicity. They will
all be empty if Christ is not in it. Christmas itself is a vague, showy, shadowy thing
without the Christ.
W e are reminded of the story told by
an aged minister who went into the vestry
of his church an hour before the time of
service and sat down to meditate. Being
weary with his work, he fell asleep and
dreamed that Christ had not come, that
there was no Christ. He had preached
that morning from a text stating that Christ
had come but in his dream there was no
Christ. He looked over his library and
there was no Bible, there was no hymn
book, there was not a book about Christ.
He went out into the streets. There was
not a church spire or anything pointing towards heaven. Then he went back into

(3)
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the vestry and sat down. Soon a little
girl rapped at the door and said to him,.
."My mother is dying. W e want a minister." He hurried to her bedside and was
about to comfort her, but there was no
Christ. He had nothing to say. H e put
his hand in his pocket, as usual, for his
N e w Testament but it was gone. In a
few days, as her body was lowered into
its final resting place, he stood and' said,
"Earth to earth, dust to dust, ashes to
ashes," but could not say another word.
That is all there is without Christ. The
shock was so great that he awakened and
tears fell upon his face for he heard his
choir rehearsing a Christmas song. He
thanked God that the dream was not true.
This brings to us a very vivid picture of
what the world would be like without
Christ. For were H e not here, there
would be no Christmas songs, no hope of
resurrection, and when we bury our dead,
all we could say would be "earth to earth,
dust to dust, ashes to ashes" and turn
away in despair. H o w happy we are that
the dream of this village preacher was not
true. How it rejoices our hearts to know
that Christmas is not a mere dream, it is
not a myth, that Christ really lives.
W e rejoice most of all because Christmas reminds us of the fact that Christ is
our Savior. He came to do exactly as it
was foretold of Him. He came to save
His people from their sins and when we
think of it, and of the terrible and crushing blow that sin brings to the human
heart and life, of how heavy the load of
sin is to the fully awakened conscience,
and how awful the despairing cry of the
soul that seems to find no way out, the
wail of those in heathen darkness, of the
dark, black, blank faces of the millions
without a hope in Christ, how we rejoice
that we have a Savior who came to save
us from the curse and penalty of sin, to
take away our guilt, to dispel our fear,
and who bids us to cast all our cares on
Him for He careth for us.
It is true that the Savior came to this
earth as a babe, and for more than thirty
years, He trod the roads and 'fields of Palestine in humiliation and suffering, and
at the close of His earthly ministry, lay
down His life on Calvary's cross for the
sins of the human race.
W h e n Jesus was crucified, no doubt
there was high jubilee in Hell and Satan
thought he had triumphed. W e clearly
recognize the fact that many in this day
are blinded b y the god of this world and
the forces of Satan have ever been arrayed against the Kilngdom of Ligiht and
Glory, but the hope of the Christian, the
outstanding hope of the N e w Testament
is the fact that the coming Kingdom of the
Lord Jesus Christ which will be ushered
in by His personal appearing and will be
manifested with triumph and glory. It will
Continued on page 406)
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THE NIGHT OF HOPE
PRACTICAL TALK—NO. E L E V EN

] P O R many years the echoes of discon*• tent and unrest had found lodgment in
the hearts of the people of the Roman Em.
pire. The many Gods which were canonized and thus legalized by the Roman
government did not and could not satisfy the human heart. T h e Greek-Roman
galaxies of deities, such as: Zeus, Neptune,
Apollo, (Mercury), Mars, Juno, Athena,
Venus, Diana, Ceres, Vesta, Jupiter, Saturn, etc., were not rendering the expected aid and protection. Disloyalty to the
mythical and legendary deities was rampant everywhere. Everything was in a re.
ligious uncertainty, turmoil, and chaos
throughout the Roman empire.
Darkness, despair, and unbelief were es.
pecially marked in the small vassal nation,
who dwelt among the hills of Judea and
throughout all Palestine. Four hundred
years had passed since the last of the
anointed prophets of Jehovah God had
sounded a ringing message to the nation.
T o make the situation doubly hard, Palestine was then under the iron hand of
Rome. Their independence was lost. They
who were conquerors lor years, were now
the conquered and were paying taxes to
an enemy. They wanted a delivering
Messiah as God had promised, but all
hopes were blasted. Everything was darkness, despondency, and despair.
Little did they realize that this was
God's time. As the Apostle Paul in looking
back says to the Galatian Jewish believers:
"But when the fulness of the time was
come, God sent forth His Son," Gal. 4:4.
In the darkness of night, God provides
light and gives hope.
The

Annunciation

God appraised Gabriel of the world
situation and sent him "unto a city of
Galilee, named Nazareth, to a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph,
of the house of David; and the virgin's
name was Mary. And he came into her
and said:
"Hail, thou art highly favored,
The Lord is with thee.
Fear not Mary; for
Thou hast found favor with God.
And behold.
Thou shalt bring forth in thy womb,
And bring forth a son.
And shalt call his name Jesus.
"He shall be great.
And shall be called the son of the most
high:
And the Lord God shall give unto him
the throne of His Father David:
*

Henry

G. Brubaker

i

And he shall reign oyer the house of Jacob
for ever;
And of His kingdom there shall be no end.
*

*

*

+

"The Holy Spirit shall come upon thee,
And the Most High shall overshadow
thee:
Wherefore also the holy thing
Which is begotten
Shall be called the Son of God.
"And behold,
Elizabeth thy kinswoman.
She also hath conceived la son in her old
age;
And this is the sixth month with her
That was called barren.
For no word from God shall be void o{
power.
And Mary said:
"Behold, the handmaid of the Lord;
Be it unto me according to thy word."
Luke 1:26-38
Apparently M a r y was fond of her cou.
sin, Elizabeth. After the visit from the an.
gel Gabriel, Mary decided to travel to the
hill country where Elizabeth and her priest
husband lived. Just as Mary saluted her,
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost
and burst forth with ecstatic expressions of
intense joy and thankfulness:
"Blessed art
And blessed
And whence
The mother
me?

thou among women.
is the fruit of thy womb.
is this to me, that
of my Lord should come unto

*
*
*
*
"Blessed is she that believed:
For there shalt be a fulfillment
Of the things
Which have been spoken to her
From the Lord." Luke 1:42-45.
The

Magnificat

And Mary responded with a hymn known
to us as the Magnificat:
"Mu soul doth magnify the Lord,
And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my
Savior.
For he hath looked upon the low estate
of his handmaid:
For behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath done to me
great things;
And hob' is his name.
And

his mercy
generations
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is unto generations

and

On them that fear him.
He hath showed strength with
He hath scattered the proud in
tion of their heart.
He hath put down princes
thrones.
And hath exalted them of low

his arm;
the imaginafrom

their

degree.

The hungry he hath filled with good things;
And the rich he hath sent empty away.
He hath given help to Israel his servant,
That he might remember mercy
(As he spake unto our fathers)
Toward Abraham and his seed forever."
Luke 1:46-55.
Thus Elizabeth and M a r y exulted over
the fulfillment of the promises of the Lord,
Their praises were in a great measure
drawn from hymn and song contained in
the Old Testament scriptures. The song
of Hannah, the hymn of Deborah, many
of the Psalms, the songs of the Canticles,
the more glorious of the prophetic utterances, had been ever familiar to both of
these highly blessed women, they could
find no language so fitting as the words of
ijheir much loved and popular national
songs.
The Imperial

Decree

God indeed works in mysterious ways
His wonders to perform. And so it came
to pass.in those dark and hopeless days,
that "there went out a decree from Caesar
Augustus, that all the world should be
taxed. * * And all went to be taxed, every
one into his own city." Luke 2:1,3. T h e imperial decree was made known in Nazareth a few months after the modest wedding of Joseph and Mary, and to them it
meant a long, hard journey, for they must
go to Bethlehem, eighty miles to the south.
"And Joseph also went up from Galilee,
out of the city of Nazareth, unto Judea,
unto the city of David which is called
Bethlehem; (because he was of the house
and lineage of David) to be taxed with
Mary his espoused wife, being great with
child." Luke 2:4, 5.
After days of hard travel at last they ar.
rived at Bethlehem. The inn was overcrowded and no one offered to give his
place for these late-comers. They did not
realize they were refusing entrance to the
very King, of Glory. So they receded
from the inn and took shelter from the
chill of the night in a cattle shed where
the animals were stabled,—it would at
least furnish 'warmth and a place to rest
Hope Arrived

in the

Night

"And so it was, that, while they were
there, the days were accomplished that she
should be delivered. And she brought
forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him
in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a
manger." Luke 2:6, 7.
Again the voice of God was heard call-
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ing: "Gabriel." The shining presence of
the messenger bowed in readiness to receive God's commission. He was informed that the children of men upon the planet
earth were in deep moral and spiritual
darkness, and he was favored in carrying
the message of hope—*for this was the
birth-night of the Savior of the world.
Even though the prophets had accurately
foretold the first advent of the Messiah
Christ, yet the earth was unconscious of
this greatest of all events in the history
of man. A few wise men had been studying the prophecies and were on their way
to Palestine seeking for the long promised
king. They depended, in part, on a new
found star to lead them. A few devout
Jewish shepherds were keeping watch over
their flocks near Bethlehem; they too were
looking and longing for the advent of their
Messiah, and were ready to receive him.
So Gabriel was asked to carry the good
tidings of great joy to them, and to call
the hosts of heaven that they, too, might
hear the glad news, Rev. 5:11. And, lo,
suddenly Gabriel came upon the shepherds,
"and the glory of the Lord shone round
about them; and they were sore afraid.
And the angel said unto them, fear not;
for, behold, I bring you good tidings of
great joy, which shall be to all people.
For unto you is born this day in the city
of David a Savior, which is Christ the
Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you;
ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God,
and saying:
"Glory to God in the highest.
And on earth peace,
Good will toward men." Luke

2:10-14.

And so the darkest night in the history
of mankind was chosen for the coming
of the greatest light of the world and its
accompanying message of hope. N o angelic host proclaimed this glad news to
the wise men—theirs was a walk of faith.
In this day, we too "walk by faith" in
the divine message of hope proclaimed to
men on this first Christmas morn.
Once again we celebrate the birthday of
the King and we are thinking, of the
wonderful message which the angels sang
above Judea's plains so many years agao.
W i t h deepening interest we follow Jesus
from Bethlehem's manger to Calvary's
cross, and watch Him demonstrate the
Father's good will toward men. Do we
wish to know how we can prove our good
will to fellow-men? All we need to do is
to study the life of Jesus in its relation to
humanity.—Adapted
"And she shall bring forth a son, and
thou shalt call his name Jesus:" Matt. 1:21.

!f
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WE HAVE .A SAVIOR

f

C. N. Hostetter,

"For unto you is born this day in the
city of David a Savior, which is Christ
the Lord."
H P H I S heaven-born message fell upon
-"• the ears of shepherds that were guard,
ing their flocks; darkness surrounded them,
when suddenly they were terrified by the
glory of the Lord, -which shone all around
them.
A census was being taken for the purpose of levying a tax, and the registration
called for was to be made according to
tribe members, in their special places.
These humble folks, Joseph and Mary,
had traveled nearly one hundred miles to
inscribe their names on the proper register.
Augustus, who was sitting on the throne
of the Roman Empire, and the decree
which he had issued, forced these people
southward from the little Galilean town
in which they had lived, to the gate of
the town in which they were to register.
It is true, this Roman Monarch issued
the decree, and no doubt was proud of his
power and authority. It may have been
one of his favorite occupations to compile
a census of population, and income of
taxes of his vast domain.
Yes, this proud and autocratic ruler,
issued the decree, and there was nothing
left for his subjects but to respond; but
back of it all was a greater power, an
unseen hand, directing affairs that were
far greater than numbering people and
collecting taxes; these wearied and tired
folks came to the village inn, only to find
every available room occupied.
N,o Room in the Inn
Wait, let us stop and go back for another moment.
A selfish motive of a Ruler, causes him
to issue a decree, and a woman in whom
dwells the Son of God. soon to be the
Son of Man, and a Savior, and a man by
her side whose one and only passion is to
guard and protect her. these, with many
others all over his kingdom, go forth to the
place of their nativity.
Augustus was probably revelling with
delight. M a r y and Joseph, had to go, and
although it is possible that no accruing
value came to the king's treasury through
their registration, yet they had to go, but
back of the king's order was an unseen
force of which he knew nothing about.
In Matt. 2:6, we have a reference to a
word of prophecy, uttered six hundred
fifty years before its fulfillment, found in
Micah 5:2-4, (please read).
Yes, the proud emperor's decree put
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these people on their way south, but back
of that ruler is an eternal power unseen,
who in His infinite wisdom overrules the
purposes of kings, monarchs, governments,
and statesman, for the accomplishments of
His own designs and purposes.
This is He who carries out His own
sovereign will, He hath mercy on whom
He will, and whom He will He hardeneth.
This is He who hardeneth the heart of
Pharoah, called Cyrus by name long before he was born; this is He who turneth
the fury of Nebuchadnezzar, into the making of a decree, "that every people, nation,
and language, * * * * shall be put in
pieces and their houses be made a dunghill." This is He who forced this proud
and ambitious Augustus, to issue a decree
to work out His own purpose.
Known unto God are all His works from
the beginning.
W h e n God's time has arrived for the
fulfillment of His purposes, kings, governments, parliaments, or even Sanhedrins,
can not block the issues of progress, though
they may be in His way.
But when the fulness of time was come,
God sent forth His Son made of a woman,
Gal. 4:4.
W h o is this important person? Heaven
is making this announcement, not the man
who called for the registration.
For unto you is born this day in the city
of David a Savior, which is Christ the
Lord.
Heaven knows that the world needs a
Savior.
Savior is not an official title, but means
one who is willing, one who is ready, one
who can deliver and save.
This man is born a Savior.
He was not educated for the place.
Not trained in this art, neither elected
to the position by man.
And she shall bring forth, or give birth
to a Son and thou shalt call His N a m e
Jesus, why?
For He shall save the people from their
sins.
Peter says, Jesus is the stone which you
builders have scorned and rejected, but H e
has become the head of the corner.
Salvation is by Him alone. Acts 4:12.
This Savior is for all. Romans 10:11-13.
A Savior is a being full of tenderness,
and moved by compassion, He shares in
sorrows, He was moved to tears in the
home of Mary and Martha, His heart was
stricken with grief, for He wept over the
city He loved.
(Continued on page 418)
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ANNOUNCEMENT
Revival services a t Messiah Home Chapel,
H a r r i s b u r g , Pa., s t a r t i n g J a n . 14, w i t h Rev.
G. W. Moyer, evangelist.

Editorial
(Continued from page 403)
not come by evolution or the forces of human civilization, but the Lord Himself shall
descend with a shout at the trump of God
and the King of kings shall set up His
own glorious, supreme and everlasting
dominion.
The coming again of Jesus Christ, according to Scripture, is revealed in two
most tragic scenes. The first of these is
known in the N e w Testament as the Manifestation of the Bridegroom, the Son of
God, coming in secret for His waiting
bride.
T h e living shall respond to the
trumpet sound, the dead' in Christ who
have fallen asleep, shall be awakened at
the sound of the trumpet. There will be
the glorious ingathering of His redeemed
saints. The second great event in the plan
of God, is Christ's coming back to earth
with His saints to establish His throne,
where once His cross stood. W h e n Jesus
comes, He will quickly do away with man's
faulty and selfish plans for world betterment.
He will usher in a Kingdom of
Righteousness. W e will not need any radio
addresses to speak for social justice, for
poverty and injustice and wrong will be
memories of by-gone days. Sickness will
be unknown and no funeral procession will
ever pass down our streets.
All of these glorious promises were tied
up in the embryo of that first Christmas
day. The message of the angel to M a r y
was, " T h at holy thing which shall be born
of thee shall be called the Son of God."
Nearly two thousand years have rolled
by and Bible readers all believe we are
nearing the close of this present age.
Therefore, to the Christian, each succeeding Christmas brings us a milestone nearer
to our way of triumph and coronation.
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CANOE CREEK SPECIAL REPORT
Of the enlargement of Chapel and New
Parsonage
Greetings to the Visitor Family:
Psalms 17:13, 14: "I had fainted, unless
I had believed to see the goodness of Lord
in the land of the living.
"Wait on the Lord: be of good courage
and he shall strengthen thy heart: wait, I
say, on the Lord.''
There is much faintheartedness in the
land because of the lack of seeing what
God can do for us, in prayer, in watching,
in suffering, and in ail our undertakings.
The secret of the psalmist's success was
to believe, be courageous and wait on the
Lord. It seems to us that had God not
shown us that He was able to supply the
means for the enlargement of our mission
that we surely would have fainted. The
project of building in the beginning, looked
very dark because of the few members here,
but laying the matter before God in prayer,
we felt it was His will that we should build.
After inquiring of the Home Mission Boa'.'d
as to what we should do, they, gave us much
encouragement to proceed. Sometime in
March the excavating began for the living
quarters. The original church building was
twenty-eight by nineteen feet, which was
much too small to accommodate our Sunday
School. Adding twelve feet to the church
part gives a chapel forty by nineteen feet
with a seating capacity of approximately
one hundred and forty persons. With this
new extension, living quarters were added
which is twenty-two by twenty-four feet
giving us four good rooms, two bedrooms,
a living room and a kitchen with a full
cellar underneath in which we can keep our
car, giving us ample room for fruits, coal
and furnace, etc. Our chapel is very nicely
furnished. Much credit is due to Bro.
Lenard of Altoona who remodeled the rostrum and replaced a new pulpit for the old
one. Bro. Leason Oldham and Bro. Lenard
were the means of supplying us with ten
pews which is much appreciated. Bro.
Hayden Walls assumed the responsibility
of the building free of charge which we
know was a real sacrifice on his part. In
May our living quarters were finished sufficiently to move in and at present is almost
complete, with the exceptions of a few
small items. The evening of our moving
to our new home we were wonderfully taken care of. Many friends and neighbors
donated furniture, rugs, beds, etc., which
almost furnished our living quarters. A
holy atmosphere prevailed as the work was
under way. While working, some unsaved
refrained from smoking in our presence,
when asked why, answered that they didn't
feel they should, Praise God! Many unsaved folks took a real interest in helping.
Some gave as much as two weeks time free.
We would not fail to recognize the beautiful spirit of co-operation and liberality of
our own members and brethren from Martinsburg and Altoona. We feel very much
indebted to Bro. Henry Miller of Altoona
who gave us a good furnace complete,
enough brick for chimney as well as his
liberal loan without interest as shown in
financial report. On November 12, we had
our dedication service. A very fine interest
was manifested. Bro. Abnev Martin brougat
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to us a splendid address. Bishop Jesse
Oldham had the dedicatory service. Until
this time we had a deficit of about sixtyfour dollars. An offering was lifted and
the numeration was more than the said
amount by two and one-half dollars, for
which we praise God. It gives us much
pleasure to be able to present this report
clear of debt. Words fail to express our
appreciation to all those who have contributed of their means and time.
We pray God's richest blessings on ail
who have supported in this, God'S" work.
Humbly submitted, Elwood C. Flewelling.
Receipts
Bro. Leason Oldham
S p e c i a l Offering
Mr. a n d M r s . J a c o b M i l l e r
Sister Mary Mellinger
E . C. F l e w e l l i n g
Bro. Charles Gardner
Sister H a r r y Sine
B r o . a n d Sr. Geo. G r a y
O t h e r Offerings
_
;
Bro. Hayden Walls
Bro. Avery Kanode
Bro. Sleigenweit
Bro. Jos. Lenord
_
Bro. H e n r y Miller
W o o d b u r y S. S.
Doctor Shoemaker, Hollidaysburg..
C e d a r G r o v e S. S
S p r i n g H o p e S. S
M a r t i n s b u r g S. S
:
P r i m a r y C l a s s , F a i r l a n d S. S
Mr. a n d Mrs. T h e r o n Books
C r o s s R o a d s S u m m e r B. S.
M a y t o w n S. S
L a n c a s t e r V o c a t i o n a l B . C.
Bro. W a l t e r Blackstone
B r o . a n d Sr. I r v i n W a l l s
B e t h a n y Cong.
Bro. H e r m a n Miller
In His Service
Sr. E v a F u n k
Borrowed from H e n r y Miller
D e d i c a t i o n Offering
Total Receipts
Total Expenditures
Balance
Expenditures
Trucking
Miscellaneous
Labour
_
Doors and windows
Lumber and
flooring
N a i l s , roofing, c e m e n t
Electric Fixtures
Wall Board and Nails
Paints, brushes and turp
Dynamite
_
Cement and cellar windows
Church pews
Hardware
_
Paper, paste, plaster
Furnace repairs
Curtains and wire
Paid note, Bro. H. Miller
Total

expenditures

$ 27 III!
24. 56
3. U0
1. in)
22, 00
10 00
9
12 oo
1. 00
10 65
20 00
25. oo
57 00
30 00
9 00
2. 00
11 00
20 26
21, 00
6 63
5 00
17 .00
19 .97
6 39
i 25
15 50
30 00
9 00
50 .37
1 .00
100 00
6i 00
07
$646.65
644.80
$ 1.85
$

8.00
70
11.20
44.51
179.74
93.00
20.04
89.37
25.68
70
7.50
14.00
7.93
10.53
26.00
6.00
100.00
544.80

MESSIAH ORPHANAGE REPORT
The Joint Board of Trustees and Directors of the Messiah Orphanage hereby express their thanks and appreciation for
the response to their plea for church offerings, and also for the Sunday School and
individual offerings received.
We are in constant need of financial help
for this work, and we hope that we shall
have your interest and support in the future. The following includes the donations
and offerings received since June, 1939:
C e d a r S p r i n g s S u n d a y School
$ 8.50
M o w e r s v i l l e - G r e e n S p r i n g H a r v . M e e t . 16.46
Mechanicsburg Orphanage Meeting
60.8S
Cross Roads Harvest Meeting
100.00
G r a t e r s f o r d S u n d a y School
30.94
Fairland Harvest Meeting
24.00
M e c h a n i c s b u r g S u n d a y School
12.25
Katie Musser
25.00
Twelfth Annual Orphanage Meeting
248.66
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Henry Baum Estate
100.00
Manor-Pequea District
68.50
Rapho District Harvest Metting
68.60
"Carlisle S u n d a y School
18.87
M o r r i s o n Cove D i s t r i c t
25.00
Silverdale S u n d a y School and O r p h a n a g e
Meeting
45.69
J u n i a t a & Mifflin D i s t r i c t
20.53
N e w G u i l f o r d S u n d a y Schoo l
33.40
Granville District
35.51
Locust Grove H a r v e s t Meeting
17.50
E l i z a b e t h t o w n S u n d a y School
405.78
$1366.07

Yours in His service,
J. H. Krieder, Secretary.
NORTH STAR MISSION REPORT
Anna E.

Wolgemuth

Dear Readers of the Visitor:
We send greetings to all as we send this
belated report of the work for the third
quarter. We as workers are still on the
job and want to say that God is with us.
We are thankful to serve One who is faithful in every respect.
The summer passed away so quickly because we were so enwrapped with our activities. The field is ever widening and our
group is so small in comparison to the field
that we find more to do than we can take
care of properly.
The tent campaign was more or less prospered. Bro. .1. W. Hoover from Indiana
was very much appreciated during his stay
with us. We appreciated his messages
very much indeed. We found some precious
souls seek the Lord who were bitterly opposed by their friends. We had some new
and remarkable experiences and saw that
the forces of evil were arrayed against
some who took their stand. Surely the
devil was stirred but praise the Lord we
put our trust in Him. We thank God for
a goodly number who made the break and
are doing well. Sixteen were baptized at
the end of the campaign. Some few have
severest opposition. Please pray for these
to press on in the things of God.
Sr. Sentz and Sr. McWilliams spent a
month with friends at Delisle and Kindersley. Sr. Sentz is going north to Forest
Gate for the winter to work in a new field.
Some few from there contact the Paddockwood meetings and five from this district
were baptized. These members have from
eight to fourteen miles to Paddockwood
so you see what that means to them. This
of course leaves us even more short of
workers but we felt we must care for this
place. We must move on when such a
demand comes upon us. We are looking
to God to help us in our need for we felt
God would have us take this step.
At present we are organizing a missionary prayer circle here at Howard Ceek. We
trust it will be a means of help to the work
and help us all to keep in touch with the
activities of our other missionaries and the
work in other places.
The financial report follows:
Receipts
B r o . a n d Sr. D. B y e r
Sr. S e n t z
Bro. F. Frey, Conestoga
B r o . S. R. K e e f e r , D i l l s b u r g , P a
Bro. W. R a n k l e
Dan Byer
In His Name
Bro. W. D a v i d s on
Sr. R. M c W i l l i a m s
C h e a p s i d e S. S
Laban Climenhaga
N. Climenhaga
Isaac Cober
Simon Cober
Sr. N . C h u r c h
Bro. Dan Byer
Sr. S t u m p , I n d
Sold B u t t e r
-

:

$

2.25
1.00
35.40
13.95
1.00
2.00
1.00
1.00
2.50
10.00
2.00
2.00
10.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
2.00
1.80
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Sr. C. Baker
Local offerings
Total Receipts
Bal. on hand July 1

50
19.92
1111.32
$ 13.10
$124.42

Expenditures
Groceries
$49.00
Feed
6.38
Miscellaneous
7.64
Car, gas, tires, etc
141.63
Stock
20.U0
Breaking of 6 acres
29.13
Total expenditures
.7. $254.28
Less Receipts
124.42
Deficit Oct. 1
129.86
Several donations of fruit, kettle, mats, etc.
Sorry about the deficit but the car nas covered
many miles during the summer and we hauled
crowds to and from the tent all summer which
adds to expense rapidly.
May God bless you all is o u r p r a y e r ,
Y o u r s in Him,
A l b e r t Cober a n d w o r k e r s .

CHINO, CALIFORNIA
We come to you in the all prevailing
name of Jesus, thanking God for His blessing on our soul this morning. Our revival
meetings closed on November 5, with good
interest. On Nov. 12, Sr. Janna Goins,
spoke to us in the morning of her work in
Detroit, and the same evening, Sr. Ida
Eckman told us of their work among the
children and also of different experiences
they have had with those who are bound
with the drink habit. In the evening, Sr.
Goins gave a solo, "Tell me His Name
Again."—Mrs. Jacob Meyer, Cor.
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certain lessons I was going to be resigned.
Several weeks later I was anointed the
second time in behalf of my eye. At that
time my vision didn't seem to increase but
my worry and anxiety about it was gone
and I felt that it was up to the Lord to
undertake and He was going to work it out
in some way for His glory.
But thank the Lord this evening as I am
writing this testimony of praise, my sight
has again been restored and my two eyes
are practicaly the same not even wearing
glasses. Thank the Lord for His healing
touch. About a month ago I was back to
the doctor to report what the Lord had
done for me also referred him to James
5. He seemed rather stirred about my experience to such an extent that he took note
of the Scripture reference. I am not giving this experience for any selfish purpose
but only for the Glory of God.
Anna E. Wolgemuth,J
Harrisburg, l a.
KINBERSLEY, SASK.

The revival meetings of the Clear View
Church which were held in September are
now past history. Bro. Jesse Hoover was
our evangelist and he as well as his wife
and Sister Stump from Indiana endeared
themselves to our hearts. We were priviledged in having Sr. Sentz and McWilliams,
mission workers from the North Star Mission as well as Sr. Annie Winger, returned
missionary from Africa and Deacon D.
Byers with us during the whole revival effort. Bro. Reuben Climenhaga with some
of his family came from Delisle for the love
A TESTIMONY ON HEALING
feast.
The meetings commenced with love feast
Dear Visitor Family:
Greeting you in the name of Jesus. This Saturday and Sunday. On Sunday a large
evening I have many things to praise audience filled the church as several conthe Lord for, first of all I want to thank gregations from the neighboring town atHim because He called me from sin and tended. A missionary meeting in which
Sisters Winger, Sentz and Hoover spoke in
gave me a real experience of being saved
and sanctified about ten years ago, and the afternoon was followed by a stirring
praise the Lord it holds just as good today, adress from our evangelist to the young
it is still just as real in my soul as the people. The yearly business meeting was
very day it happened. He is becoming more held Monday afternoon.
real to me than ever before and by his
We feel it was profitable to have Bro.
help I am determined to stand true till Hoover with us for he was used of the Lord.
Jesus comes.
Several seekers for salvation and the BapDuring the past year I have gone through tism of the Holy Spirit were at the altar,
an experience in which the Lord has de- • and the hearts of the saints were stirred.
finitely undertaken and I feel very much During the meetings the evangelist gave his
own personal experience and also a message
impressed to thank Him through these on
"Why I belong to the Brethren in Christ
pages, possibly it might be the means of
Church." We were loathe to see them leave
encouraging some other soul to wholly trust but
weather conditions made it imperative
the Lord.
that the meetings close in the middle of the
During the month of November, 1938, I week.
—Mrs. Hahn, Cor.
noticed that the sight in my right eye was
beginning to decrease, leaving it in a conREPORT OF S. S. PROGRAM
dition that upon closing my left eye, I was
Gladwin, Mich.
unable to read, write, or even distinguish
individuals in my presence. Upon discoverReport of the S. S. Program held at Mt.
ing the condition I was rather scared but
felt led of the Lord to be anointed. After Carmel Church, Gladwin, Mich., Nov. 3,
a number of my friends heard about my 1939, held in conjunction with the Michigan
State Council Meeting. Brief notes-topic:
condition, they advised me to see an eye Why
should be in the S. S. was disspecialist, considering the matter I felt for cussedChildren
Alice Lyons Cobb. She said
their benefit and my own to find out the the S. S.byis Sr.
next to the home and as children
cause. I made an appointment with the have their life
before them and have a cadoctor. But the only information that he pacity for good hence they must have a
could give me was that the optic nerve and good environment and good training. The
all the fundamental parts of the eye that S. S. is the only place some children learn
takes the picture were gone, the only way about Jesus. In the S. S. they may lea:-:n
that they could be restored again would about and obtain the knowledge of salvation.
be through a Higher Power but he advised
Topic: How may we get the Community
me to see another doctor in order that my
interested in S. S. by Sr. Rhoda Haas. We
left eye might be saved.
must have an interesting S. S. with interRealizing that this condition was serious, ested teachers who produce interested
yet I didn't feel it was the will of the Lord scholars who in return will interest others
for me to see any further doctors. I felt in the S. S. One or more worker (especially
that the Lord had His hand in it and if He adapted for the work) might be appointed
wanted me to go through this to teach me
for this particular sphere of service. The
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teacher in most instances can do more than
anyone else, by contacting the homes of
scholars and watching opportunities. Other
methods such as Home Dept., Cradle Roll
Dept., Reward system, etc. Prayer, faith
and a passion for souls will bring results.
Topic: How we may support the S. S. Bro.
Clinton Starr ably discussed this subject.
We may support the S. S. by 1. Our prayer,
2. Presence, 3. Talent, 4. Means. Many
beautiful truths were brought forth upon
these four mentioned points.
Topic: Define a Qualified S. S. Teacher, by
Eld. Wm. Engle. 'the S. S. is a place where
a competent instructor teaches the Bible.
Teachers should be qualified as to natuval
and acquired ability and as to spiritual
revelation. If the S. S. can't get anyone
better qualified than you, you should teach
and acquire as much ability as possible.
How to get to S. S. on time by Bro. Judson Hill. He told us that being late is usually a habit and that to get to S. S. on time
we must start on time. Jesus said to seek
first the kingdom of God and His righteousness. We read that Christ rose early in the
morning to pray and that Peter preached ail
night but got started on time. His points
were short and briefly discussed, but all
present, I'm sure felt they didn't want to be
late to S. S. anymore.
—Reported by Sr. Rhoda Haas.
ROSEBANK, ONT.
Dear readers of the Visitor:
On Nov. 5, Bish. Jonathan Lyons, Welland, Ont., began a three week's meeting at
the Rosebank, Ont., Church* Weather and
roads were good and the attendance was
fair. Bro. Lyons brought us many Spiritfilled messages and the Church was edified.
While we did not see results among the unsaved as we would like to see it, yet' we
are glad for God's promise that His Word
shall not return void, but shall accomplish
that which pleases Him. May God bless
Bro. Lyons as he goes to other fields of
labor.
Yours in Jesus' name,
P. J. Wiebe.
MASTERSONVILLE, PENNA.
"But God, who is rich in mercy, for his
great love wherewith he loved us. Even
when we were dead in sins, hath quickened
us together with Christ, (by grace ye are
saved)." Eph. 2:4, 5.
Once more there was a revival effort put
forth for the salvation of precious souls.
The meetings opened Nov. 5 and continued
till Nov. 21 with Bro. Henry A. Ginder as
evangelist. Bro. Ginder filled with the love
of God, brought heart-searching messages
from God's Word. The Christians were encouraged to press on with new vigor, and
the unsaved were convicted of their sin.
Five souls knelt at an altar of prayer, three
for conversion and two for special needs.
Our prayer is that these precious souls may
grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, that they
with us may be time hand-boards to a lost
and dying world. Bro. Ginder gave three
illustrative talks to the children which were
very much appreciated by the children and
the older folks.
The attendance was very good. We were
glad to see the many friends and neighbors
come and worship with us, may God bless
them for it.
We pray that God will bless Bro. Ginder
as he goes forth sowing the seed which is
the Word of God and in due season we shall
reap if we faint not.
—Arthur H. Brubaker, Cor.
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PROGRAM
FOURTH ANNUAL YOUNG PEOPLE'S
CONFERENCE OF SOUTHERN OHIO
December 31, 1931 - January 1, 1940
Highland Church
West Milton, Ohio
Sunday Afternoon, December 31, 1939
Chairman - Dale Hoke
1:45 Chorister
Northern Ohio
Devotions
Glen Maggart
Welcome
Southern Ohio
2:15 Reading
Alice Tyree
2:25 Illustrated Talk
Clarence Boyer
3:10 Special Song
Harmonizing Four
3:15 What Have We Done With the Call
of God?
Samuel Lady
Sunday Evening, December 31, 1939
Chairman - Glendon Snyder
7:00 Chorister
Indiana
Devotions
Carry Heisey
Reading
Mary Hoke
7:30 Non Resistance - Its Application to
Life in Peace or War
O. B. Ulery
8:15 Special Song
Trio
8:20 Evangelistic
Albert Engle
Monday Morning, January 1, 1940
Chairman - Harold Paulus
9:30 Chorister
Michigan
Devotions
Wilma Herr
9:45 Garden of the Lord
..C. R Heisey
10:25 Special Song
Springfield Male Quartst
10:30 Ambitious Dreams of Youth
William Hoke
11:10 Discussion Period
Boys and Girls Separately
Children's Meeting
Praise for Older Folks
Monday Afternoon, January 1, 1940
Chairman - Anna Mae Rohrer
1:30 Chorister
.'
Ruth Ulery
Devotions
Ida Lou Haines
Reading
Lucille Mann
2:00 Hymn Singing
Life of Christ
3:00 Offering and Business Session
3:15 Ye Have not Passed this Way Before
Samuel Lady

*** MARRIAGES * - *
BOTJCH-WAITE—Bro. Thomas Bouch, • Jr.
of Blandburg, Pa., and Sr. Hannah Waite of
Janesville, Pa., were united in marriage a t the
bride's home in -Janesville, on November 25,
by their pastor, Eld. H. A. Fink.

E V A N G E L I C A L

working in a well on Thursday, Nov. 30, 1939.
In July, 1936, he fell and broke a hip and
after spending some weeks in a hospital was He was in his 68th year. About twenty-live
years ago he sought the Lord in a men's meettaken back to his home, but never recovered
sufficiently so that he could walk. For about» ing conducted by Bish. J. R. Zook, when some
a year he had been getting around in his home of his co-laborers on the R. R. track, being
concerned about his soul, came with him over
on a wheel chair and seemed somewhat imto this meeting and w e n t
with h i m
proved in health. On the day of his death
to an altar of prayer during a revival meeting
some friends came to take him out for a little
at the Black Creek Church. He united with
drive and after they had helped him in the car
the Brethren in Christ (Tunker) Church where
he suddenly passed away.
he, with his companion, has been a faithful
On Dec. 23rd, 1880, he was united in marattendant
at the services to the last.
riage with Sr. Rebecca Lamborn who survives,
also two brothers, George C. of Groom, Texas,
He leaves his sorrowing widow, Sr. Melissa
and Jacob C. of New Enterprise, Penna.
(Saylor) Carver, one son Charles and two
grandchildren, also four brothers, Benjamin,
Funeral services were conducted on Oct.
Abram, Thomas and William and two sisters
18th at the Holsinger Church of the Brethren
Alice and Catherine, besides other relatives
by Bishop..J. S. Oldham and Elds. A. H. Stern
and friends.
and R. I. Feather. Text: II Tim. 4:6 to 8. Interment in cemetery adjoining the church.
Funeral services were conducted on Sunday,
Dec 3rd at the home and then at the Black
Creek Church by Elds. Wm. Charlton, Warren
CARVER—Bro. Delbert Carver of StevensWinger and Earl Bossert. Text: I Cor. 15:22.
ville, Ont., son of the late Uriah and Sr. Sophia
Interment in the adjoining cemetery.
Carver met sudden death by accident while
HH"H»*M"I"W'*":H"H^

PRAYER
Anna E.

BITTER—Charles C. Ritter was born Sept.
29, 1859, son of Jacob and Martha Elizabeth
(Clouse) Ritter, deceased and departed this
life Oct. 15, 1939 a t his home near New Enterprise, Penna., aged 80 years and 16 days. He
was converted and united with the Brethren
in Christ Church about fifteen years ago and
remained steadfast in the faith to the end.

Wolgemuth

/. Its Need in the
Lives o[ Individuals
RAYER is making request with earnestness and zeal, as for something
desired; making entreaty or supplication.
It includes praise, thanksgiving, communion, petition, pleading and intercession.
The Apostle Paul writes, "But in every
thing by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving, let your requests be known
unto God." Thanksgiving for every event,
prosperity and affliction alike. The giving
of thanks gives an effort of prayer and
frees from anxious carelessness by making
all God's dealings matters for praise, not
merely for resignation, but much less murmuring. There is no request too small or
too great to bring before God.
Prayer is the Christian's most glorious
privilege, most enlarging opportunity and
' t h e most essential obligation, for it opens
the door to cornmualication with God,
makes easier our access to men, and gives
us the surest way to bring them together
in saving and keeping relationship. Abraham, Jacob, Moses, Daniel, Apostle 'Paul
and even Christ allowed no intrusion into
their prayer life and no substitutions for
their supplications. Prayer to them was
as essential to their spiritual growth as
was food to their physical body.
Taking Christ lor example, how much
He realized the need of prayer in His own
life and yet He was the Son of God. In
Luke 6:12 Christ retires to the mountains
and there spends the whole night in prayer
before the great task of choosing twelve
apostles, who were to carry out His great
work. At other seasons He rises up a
great while before day, goes into a solitary
place and there prays. It seems He tried
every chance He could to withdraw from
the crowd, many times in the evenings He
stole away and went to the hills to pray.
The one thing needed above all others
today, is that we shall go apart with our
Lord, and sit at His feet in the sacred pri-

<->*-> O B I T U A R I E S » *> <*
SMITH—Mrs. Katie H. Smith was born Feb.
7, 1850, passed away Dec. 1, 1939, aged 89
years, 9 months and 24 days. She was a member of the Messiah Home family, coming here
in the year 1932.
She was a faithful member in the Home,
and during her last days expressed her desire
to go to be with her Lord. Her spirit peacefully took its flight to the land where there
is no more suffering and pain.
Surviving are two step-sons, Irvin Smith
and Albert Smith of Elizabethtown, also grandchildren.
Her body was brought to the Home at 6:00
o'clock Monday evening and at 7:00 o'clock a
short service was held in the chapel with Bish.
Kreider officiating, also Rev. Harrison Hostetter and Rev. Musser. Then the body was
again taken to the Miller funeral parlor in
Elizabethtown
where
services
were
held
Tuesday afternoon in charge of Rev. Abner
Martin and Rev. Solomon Garber from the
Mennonite Church.
Text: Psa. 90:10; Num.
23:10.
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vacy of His blessed Presence. Oh! for
the tonic of waiting upon God. "Every
life that would be strong must have its •
Holy of Holies into which only God enters."
The individual that does not pray or
only prays a little is unsatisfied, trying to
make themselves believe that it is a salve
for the conscience. T h e little estimate that
we put on prayer is evident from the
little time we give to it. N o t infrequently the individual's only prayer time is by
.their bedside, ready for bed and soon in
it, with the addition of a few hasty snatches
of prayer in the morning bfefore their
work. How poor and weak is such praying compared with the time and energy
devoted to praying by the holy men of
old. Lord, help us to pray.
II. Its Need in the Home
Never was there a greater need for pray,
ing fathers and mothers. Parents who are
willing to take their stand and have a
family altar, where all th e children are
gathered around and God'is blessing is
sought and heaven witnesses to the scene.
Needless to say
there are too few
family altars today.
Personally
many
times I appreciated
the influence our
family altar at home
had on my life.
Even thouh the chiL
dren might be unsaved yet it creates
an influence over
their lives that can
never b e erased.
Prov. 22:6: Train
up a child in the
way he should go
and when he is old
he will not depart
from it.
Prayer is one of
the vital necessities
in the home. In
zomparing a prayer(Continued on page
419).
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§1250.00
$5000.00

We are living in troublesome times, but thank God, America has been spared.
Peace reigns throughout our land at this Christmas Time. Let us not forget that
there are millions of souls without Christ and without hope. They need the message
of Calvary. A ringing challenge comes to us to show our appreciation for God's
goodness to us throughout the year by earnest prayer and renewed giving to our
foreign missionary cause at this particular time.
In our India territory, there are 1,500,000 souls who are dependent upon our missionary staff to give them the Gospel. In Africa, the wide, wide fields are ripe and waiting
for the harvest. There is time enough to meet this $5000.00 need by January 1, if we
try. We need to keep in mind the need of sacrificial giving and also the exuberance of joy
because wje give hilariously. Make this a red letter Christmas Day by sending a
generous offering to foreign missions.

Items of Interest Here and
There
H. H.

Bmbakec

H P H E R E were twenty-nine persons bap&• tized at three baptismal services held
in the Wanezi district recently. Several
more were returned to church fellowship
at the same services. At the Malole service where a number of the nearby schools
gathered one hundred and .forty-two took
part in the Communion service and over
three hundred and fifty attended the main
mid-day service. An offering of $7.50
was given in support of the special preach,
er's fund.
Three deacons in three different sections
of the Wanezi District were recently
elected. In two cases there were re-elections to fill the expired terms of others,
in the other case we are sorry to say, the
election was necessary because the former
deacon fell into sin. Will you join in
prayer for this man that he may be restored. N y a k w a is his name. And do not
forget to pray for those newly elected.
Brother George and the writer received
very kind entertainment at the village of
N a k a Solomona Moyo a few weeks ago.
Food which she knows that we like was
prepared for us. At the same kraal we
saw one of the few remaining widows
of the latest Matabele king, Lobengula.
This woman is much interested in Christ
although she is not yet a Christian. She
enjoys coming to family worship held in
the Christian part of the kraal. Breathe
a prayer for her as you come to the thone
of Grace.
T h e Nyumbane school building which
was struck b y lightning and destroyed
early this year is now rebulit and the
grass thatch is now being put on. Contrary to the usual native custom we were
able to persuade them to build on the old
foundation. W e believe your prayers in

September at Sikalongo

^
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behalf of the teacher there were answered.
He has shown courage in rebuilding.
Ndabenduku Dhlodhlo, t h e
Native
Overseer residing near Matopo, spent six
weeks in Northern Rhodesia conducting
evangelistic meetings. Good messages and
visible results are reported.
Mizinga, the evangelist from Macha district, spent two and one-half months in
Southern Rhodesia holding evangelistic
services. God blessed his efforts to the
saving and strengthening of many hearts.
He had as his interpreter a man who as a
boy was in Southern Rhodesia working
but did not like it and said when he left
he would not even tell his people where
he had been. He came this time and gave
his services free. Fifty years ago these
same two tribes mentioned in the last two
paragraphs were enemies and Dhlodhlo's
tribe was sending raiding parties to Northern Rhodesia to Mizinga's people. The
Gospel is effective.
Nyamazana Dube, the Native Overseer
in the Mtshabezi District, is building a
new home about \]/2 miles west of Mtshabezi Mission. Will you pray for Daniel,
his erring son, who was the cause of his
father's moving. Dube's wife who has
been sickly for many years continues much
the same.
About two weeks ago a heavy storm
passed over the area in which the Dula
school is located. It was accompanied by
a heavy fall of hail. T h e hail lay on the
ground in sheltered spots where it had collected for three days. Many of the trees
were entirely stripped of their leaves.
Locusts in large swarms are now making
their appearance. Should they remain
about and lay eggs which will later
hatch out the "hoppers" will do serious
damage to crops.
The hot weather is now here, but we are
thankful for cool nights. The rains may
be expected very shortly. Because of the
heavy rainfall last season the water supply
is good.

"Thou hast given a banner to them that
[ear Thee, that it may he displayed because of the truth," Psalms 60:4.
Evangelistic
Meetings
H L O D H L O , the overseer from Matopo Mission, Southern Rhodesia,
was our evangelist in a series of meetings,
Sept. 3 to 12. There was a good spirit
among the boys and the rather small number of community people who attended;
and a few responded openly to the messages. One young backslider, a widower,
seemed especially repentant and desirous
of coming back to God1.
Dhlodhlo spent two weeks in this district, visiting a number of outschools.
This was his first visit to the north and
his reactions were interesting. His Sindebele messages had to be translated into
Chitonga. Asked about the journey from
Bulawayo, he responded laconically, "Too
far." He thought it was also " T o o hot,"
though we had extremes of temperature
while He was here, I think he was cold
enough later on. It seems difficult for us
white people to realize how much of a
foreigner a Lintebele would consider himself amongst the people of a different tribe
like the Batonga. Then, too, not so many
years have passed since hostile relations
existed between them. He visited and
preached in villages which had known
Matebele attacks in the years gone by. He
spoke during the Bible period to Standard
Fours one day. Afterward we spoke together rather informally about Christian
parents and encouragements to learn, ask.
ing each one of the class if their parents
were Christians. " M y mother became a
Christian when she was a slave in the
South," said Bphraim. "Your mother was
a slave?" I said, "Where?" "She was
taken by the Matabele on one of their
raids," he answered with a quiet smile,
which Dhlodhlo returned in his staid way.
O, the marvel of the grace and love of
God! Once they fought one another, now
they are brothers in Christ; Dhlodhlo was
here to preach; a Tongo brother, Mizinga
from Macha district is down peaching at
our outschools and missions in Southern
Rhodesia for several months.

D

That Dhlodhlo has really been studying
the W o r d prayerfully was evident from
the type of sermons he gave. There was
good Seed—the W o r d of God—sown. His
comparing Scripture with Scripture was
good. W e thank God that His sovereign
placement of some apostles, some prophets," etc., He has given to our African
Church men like Dhlodhlo—steady, loyal,
earnest, and filled with the love of God.
Re-Organization
of Sunday School
ST. Winger having been superintendent
of our Sunday school, it was necessary at
(the beginning, of this term to appoint a
new Superintendent and Arthur Kutsh.
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wayo was chosen for this work. It is not
his first experience. He is entering into
the work enthusiastically, we are glad to
say. T h e average attendance varies from
75 to 100, at this season. There are nine
classes under native teachers, certain of
the more advanced pupils, Sr. Mann and
Sr. Kreider. The latter two, teaching the
women's and girls' classes respectively,
have to have boys as interpreters—language study, by the way, is going on apace
—the entire staff being engaged in it.
A Famine of the Word of God
W e read the Scriptures in Ua, a kindred language to Tonga. The N e w Testa,
ment (also separate volumes of a few
books of the Old Testament) was printed
and sold b y the Bible society a number of
years ago; but is now out of print. T h e
only portions of the scriptures which can
be bought at present is the Gospels and
Acts. Those people who possess copies
of the entire Testament justly consider
themselves very fortunate. A month ago
we were told that the Testament was being printed again, which word was received with joy; but now word comes
that there has been a mistake in the information from headquarters not, however, through the representative who infomed us—and we had to inform the people that we no not know when it is to be
printed again. T h e war may also affect
the matter.
A supply of inexpensive English Bibles
(from the Bible Society) was received this
month and bought eagerly b y the boys.
Of course, some buy more for the English
than for the W o r d ; nevertheless, we are
glad to see their eagerness for the Book.
Characteristic of their outlook is this question asked by one of the Standard I V boys
and rather heartily seconded by most of
the class: " W h y isn't the W o r d of God
given for nothing, seeing that the Book
is the W o r d of God? W h y don't those
who print it give it to the missionaries for
nothing? W h a t does 'give t o him that
asketh of thee' mean?" Missionaries will
recognize the last one as one of their
"stock in trade", together with such as:
" W h e r e does sin come from?" "Isn't God
responsible for sin, seeing that He let Satan continue to act?" "Didn't God know
that man was going to sin?" " W h e r e was
God when he created the 'heavens and the
earth' according to Gen. 1:1?" Let's be
quite convinced that it doesn't take a scholar to be a Higher Critic! T h e boys say that
these questons are often asked them out
in the village. W e remember our own
youth and the time when these questions
seemed so perplexing and so we strive to
be patient with them and help them to see
that .they are personally responsible to
accept the Savior, no matter what Adam
did. W e have ten promising boys in
Standard IV, all of whom profess to be
followers of Christ. Will you pray for
them in their last year here? —M. C. K.

E V A N G E L I C A L
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A V o i c e f r o m Madhipura
i

' E rejoice that God has blessed our
work in India to such an extent that
we again have a mission station in Madhipura. M a n y of you dear readers recall
former years when you read' reports about
the work here and you also prayed for
its needs and blessings. Then the floods came
and the station had to be abandoned b y
the missionaries. In the intervening years,
Indian workers have kept the gospel torch
burning, but repeatedly the question of
when the Mission would locate here again
was asked by Moslems and Hindus.
The building of the Mission bungalow
was begun last winter b y Bishop Dick. He
spent many days here directing and helping with the work. T h e oversight and finishing was 'given to Bro. Engle in M a y a
few weeks after we returned from furlough. Several days before the first of
June we moved our personal things and
furniture from Saharsa to Madhipura. Although the bungalow was far from being
completed, we were able to settle a few
things for comfort and adjust ourselves
to some inconveniences for coming days.
Bro. Engle was busy most of the summer
months despite the rainy season in finishing
verandahs, floors, doors, windows, drains
and the numerous details attached to building work. Even yet there are some unfinished jobs.
W e have planned to have open house
and invite some of our Indian friends.
M a n y villagers came by to inspect the
work while it was in progress. There are
still those who come this way and stand
at the doors, gaze within and talk about
the construction of the bungalow and its
furnishings.
T h e bungalow is built on the exact place
where the former bungalow stood. The
floor plan of the new bungalow is practi-
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cally the same as that of the old but it
is a little larger. It has three large rooms
-besides bathrooms and storerooms. The
building plot is terraced on all sides and
sodded. Part of the Mission land is under contract to a Christian farmer. The
compound is not large but it includes ample space for flowers, a vegetable garden
and orchards.
Banana, guava, mango,
lemon, pomegranate, custard apple and
papaya are the varieties of fruit trees set
out.
There are villages close by and in each
direction there are groups of huts. T o the
east and in the most adjacent huts live the
weavers and the cowherds. It is a large
village with many illiterate people. Children are numerous just as they are in
most villages. Th^se people are friendly
to the Mission, some of them were former
employees. They ask us to come and sing
in their homes for they remember the
Christian songs that they heard or were
taught by former missionaries.
On a recent Sunday evening, a group of
little boys and one girl gathered on our
front veranda. They had' been fishing in the
puddles of. stagnant water. Here at the
Mission they paused, laid down their poles
and made themselves comfortable on the
steps. At first they were shy, and then
the silence was broken and we engaged in
conversation. They accepted the invitation t o stay for service. W e yearn to
draw these young souls to Christ.
Since w e have no church building, we
have all our services on the front veranda
of the bungalow. Several women enquired recently when we would build a church.
After telling them that we hope to erect
one soon, we asked them if they would
like to give an offering. Indeed a church
is our one big need and we believe that
the church as the place where God meets
month We hold our service in the bazaar at
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Greeting* to ®ut ffli&$ionavit&
To our missionaries on the far-flung battle lines, we join in wishing you all a happy and holy Christmas. You shall have our prayers and gifts.
*
THE BRETHREN IN CHRIST CHURCH OF
UNITED STATES AND CANADA
All who wish to make this greeting personal, please sign your
name here:
If you care to, you may cut out this greeting and send it with
your prayers and a gift to the Foreign Mission Treasurer who will
see that it is forwarded to the mission field you designate. Your
prayers and gifts are needed now.

*

*

*

•
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His people is a great testimony in itself.
On the last Sunday evening of each
the home of Mr. John Lall. He is a
Christian Magistrate. Since it is difficult
for his family to come regularly to the
Mission he desires a service in his home.
Hindus and Moslems say that Mr. Lall in
the midst of a court case pauses over some
difficulty at hand and instructs his listeners
in the laws of human conduct as given
by Jesus Christ in the Bible. W e thank
God for such a magistrate who desires a
service in his home in a community where
many of his court officials live and for one
who dares to witness for Christ in public.
Wonderment was expressed by several
people of the Potter caste who live three
miles to the west regarding the light used
in the mission. They said that they can
see the light at nights clearly and asked
if it might be an electric one. Of course
the answer was negative and they were
told that it is merely a kerosene pressure
light. They admitted that their fear of the
night has decreased due to the rays of light
shining in their direction. That gave us
again the application of the spiritual light
which we desire to .radiate from the Mission to those living in the night of sin.
A few people come daily for medicine.
Since there is a Government Hospital in
Madhipura with a well-trained doctor in
charge we do not intend to do an extensive
medical work. Last week a Mohammedan
boy of about twelve years of age came for
medicine. He told us that his parents were
dead and that his uncle had been caring
for him. He said he wanted to remain
with us but in the end he lacked courage
for all was strange to him. W e advised
him to go home and tell his uncle and ask
permission to stay at the Mission. Several
day later, somewhat to our surprise, he
returned in company with his. maternal
uncle. T h e uncle gave his consent for him
to remain and also offered to give the
papers for the boy's possession of several
acres of land. The uncle left and the boy
Phazala stayed. W e cared for him over
Sunday and then sent him to the hospital
for treatment. W e hope that he will soon
be free from the disease of Kalaazar. Then
we shall give him further treatment so that
he may recuperate. He is another jewel
to bring to Christ.
The Lord is sending forth His light in
Madhipura. Our prayer is for guidance in
sowing the seed and for a harvest from
the seed which has been sown. T h e people welcome us and we look forward to
a winter of evangelistic work.
—Lucille Engle,
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Good Tidings of Great Joy
Menno O. Brubaker
Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all
people. Luke 2:10.

T

H E word tidings is not used very often in our every day conversation.
It means an account of recent events or
occurrences unknown before; news, information. It is used frequently in the Bible, in
both the Old and N e w Testaments. In my
recent study I have found that in the Old
Testament it is very seldom used in connection with news that brought gladness
and joy, except in prophetic scriptures concerning Christ and the gospel. Over and
over again I read of evil tidings, tidings
that brought heaviness of heart, and made
known some tragic events, judgment, and
frequently death.
But turning to the N e w Testament I
found that heaven's long silence was broken, and the angel announced the birth of
the Savior in the words, "Fear not: for,
behold, I bring you good tidings of great
joy, which shall be to all people. For
unto you is born this day in the city of
David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord."
And suddenly there was with the angel
a multitude of the heavenly host praising
God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will to men."
These were good tidings, not because of
how they would be received, nor because
of universal acceptance. They were good
tidings because of what they declared. For,
until then, God was at enmity with the
world because of sin. His righteousness
and holiness forbade fellowshipping with
men. The sacrifices under the old covenant were only temporary, and when accepted as pointing toward the promised Redeemer, were the only w a y of approach to
God. But now the Redeemer having been
born, He could soon be reconciled to the
world. For in Him "Mercy and truth are
met together: righteousness and peace have
kissed each other." Psalms 85:10,
They were good tidings of great joy
because Jesus,' the Savior, would save his
people from their sins. Deliverance from
sin always brings great joy to arky heart,
T h e deliverance is three-fold.
First, it
delivers from the guilt and penalty of sin.
Second, it delivers from the power of sin.
Third, it will finally deliver from the presence of sin. W h a t good news for a
guilty sin-cursed world.
Sin has not brought a curse upon humanity only, but the earth itself is cursed
because of it. In God's plan of complete
restoration, this curse will also be lifted,
H o w I would like to sing with all our
readers in one great chorus:
Joy to the world! the Lord has come;
Let earth receive her king;
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Let every heart prepare Him room.
And heaven and nature sing.
No more let sin and ^sorrow grow.
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings {low,
Far as the curse is found.
They were good tidings of great joy because they declared the birth of the One
who brought light to the people who sat
in darkness; life for a world that was dead
in trespasses and sin; liberty for the captives of Satan; hope to those having no
hope and without God in the world.
Our finite minds can hardly grasp or
cooiprejhend the great blessings of His
coming. W o r d s fail to express the far
reaching, effects of these glad tidings. But
to those who have received them, their
effect is better felt than told.
Another blessed truth in these glad tidings is, that they were for all people. It
thrills my soul, for that included me. It included you. H a d it been for a select few,
God's covenant people, Israel, sure would
have been first. But now we know that the
people of every race and nationality are
included in God's great plan of redemption.
Within the breast of every human being there is a soul cry, a longing for something that satisfies, an aching void that can
never be satisfied by anything or anyone
but by God himself. God knew all this.
His great heart of love was moved. He
gave His only begotten Son who made
reconciliation by the sacrifice of Himself.
The tidings are for all. Provision is made
for all. But now, almost two thousand
years after these tidings were given, there
are more souls who have not heard them,
than when they first were given.
Angels no more declare this message.
God has given this task to His church.
Angels share in directing folks, but the
actual declaring of His message must be
done by His people. Acts 10:32. W h a t a
challenge to us! Must we say, if we speak
truthfully, as the four leprous men did
after taking and hiding some of the spoils
the Syrians had left, " W e do not well;
this day is a day of good tidings, and we
hold our peace."? II Kings 7:9.
Shall we whose souls/ are lighted
With wisdom from on high;
Shall we to men benighted,
The Lamp of Life deny?
Salvation, O salvation,
The joyful sound proclaim,
Till earth's remotest nation
Has learned Messiah's name.
Let us at this Christmas season, appre.
ciate these tidings ane*v, and, with a burning zeal and whole-hearted devotion,
pledge ourselves anew to the great task
God has committed to us.
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God's Guiding Hand
Kittie L.
¥ T was Christmas eve. All over the city,
-"• the church bells were ringing out the
glad tidings of a Savior's birth; overhead,
myriads of bright stars sparkled and twinkled in the frosty heavens, bringing back to
the hearts and minds of the people the story
of the three wise men who journeyed afar
in search of their Heavenly King; brightly
lighted trees peeped from the windows of
every home, reminding the children that the
night for St. Nicolas' visit had at last arrived; while the store windows, with their
gay decorations and sparkling lights, beckoned to the hurrying crowds to come in and
join in the frantic search for last-minute
gifts.
In the shadow of a dimly lighted doorway, Hugh Bently stood gazing at the hurrying crowd of holiday shoppers. Once, lie
too, had been one of that great throng, as
happy, as light-hearted, as full of the
Christmas spirit as any of the rest. He had
gone with his mother to their church, listening with eager interest to the Christmas
message; he had stood with his brothers and
sisters, watching the Christmas star, and
dreaming of how he would some day give
his life to the Heavenly King! He had gone
with his father to the big evergreen forest
in search of Christmas trees; he had tramped through the cold and snow to join the
happy crowd of last-minute shoppers,
proudly carrying home the little gifts which
he had purchased for the family.
But now, all that was past. Hugh Bentley never attended a church service now, for
he had drifted far down into the depths of
sin. He never saw the brightly twinkling
stars, for his shifty eyes looked ever downward, refusing to meet the gaze of his fellowmen. No more did he join in the innocent gayety of Christmas trees and family
parties for the Spirit of Christmas never
penetrated the dark alleys where his gang
made their homes. He still joined the gay
holiday throng; but 'twas for a different
purpose now. To him, this jostling crowd
was a rich harvest field; for these happy,
hurrying people had their minds too full of
Christmas plans to notice this clever pickpocket who walked in the midst of them.
Hugh Bentley smiled as he felt of the
coins and bills in his own pocket. It had
indeed been a rich harvest for him this
year. And there was to be a still richer
harvest before the night was over.
"A big haul," the boys had called it, "The
biggest one that we've ever had yet."
"And don't fail to be there in time to
do your part," had been their parting warning.
Hugh glanced at the town clock.
He would have to start if he were to be
on time; but which way should he start?
49 Hunter Avenue, was the address which
had been given him; but where was Hunter
Avenue? He didn't have the faintest idea.
Well, he couldn't stand here all night. He
would have to inquire and find out. Stepping
from the shadows into the brightly-lighted
street, he joined the merry crowd of holiday
shoppers.
Three-quarters of an hour later, Hugh
Bentley stood on the corner of a foul-smell-
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piness as they sang Christmas songs, and
listened to the Christmas story.
"Now, we'll have our evening prayer;
Brackett
then we must lie down and try to sleep,"
softly admonished the mother, when the
ing, ill-kept street. Wonderingly, he gaxed story was at last ended.
from one to another of the shabby, tumble"And perhaps Santa Claus will visit us
down houses. Surely, this couldn't be the while we are all asleep," cried a little goldright place; yet he-had carefully followed en-haired maiden of five.
the directions which had been given him,
"Oh, Muzzer," lisped the curly-headed lad
and there, on the sign-post, was the name
in the center of the group, as he gazed
Hunter Street.
earnestly into his mother's face, "Oh, MuzSlowly, he made his way up the dimly- zer, do you s'pose Santy Tause will bring
lighted street, pausing now and again to me a drum and h o r n ?"
gaze at his surroundings. That sometrdng
A cloud crossed the mother's face and she
was wrong he was now quite certain, but turned quickly to hide her tears.
just where had he made his terrible mis"No, Darling, no," she replied sadly, "We
take?
must not look for Santa Claus, but to God."
For many minutes, Hugh was unable to
A solemn-faced girl of nine left the group
answer this question; and then, suddenly, to throw her arms lovingly around her
the truth dawned upon him: He had asked mother's neck.
an old gentleman to direct him to Hunter
"Don't cry Mother dearest," she wlrsperAvenue, and he had sent him to Hunter ed softly, "God will send i s the things we
Street instead.
need"; then, as her mother drew her close,
Well, there wasn't anything he could d5 she added, "You remember what Jesus said
about the two or three prayin? together.
Let's all pray for coal, Mother, then we
^ • • • • ^ - • • • • • • • • ^ ' • ^ • • • < »i< »t< >ft >}< >t« >•' >\< >t<won't
•*< »ft 'I''have to be so cold. Surely, God will
send us some more coal before W3 freeze,
*
The Untried Years
| Mother."
*
"And God will send my drum and horn,
*
too, won't He Muzzer?" inquired the little
Fred Scott Shepard
lad; then as the tears came once more to
*
his mother's eyes, he too came to her side
Life's pendulum swings fast nor ^ and placed his arms lovingly around her.
"Don't ty, Muzzer dear, don't ty," he
slow
% whispered, "I'm going to pray for the toal
The march of time to trace;
% this year, and wait till next year for my
* The years with steadv measure % drum and horn."
Hugh Bentley turned quickly aw.iy.
go,
| Memories long forgotten rose up within him.
We live them by God's grace; * He saw himself as a little child, tramping
through cold and snow to purchase gifts
• for
the family. He saw himself with his
•
So greet with cheer each coining !> brothers and sisters around their Christ*
year,
• mas tree. He saw himself at his mother's
listening to the Christmas story. He
*
Its paths as yet untrod;
& knee,
felt his mother's hand upon his head, and
Lift to the skies aspiring eyes;
* heard once more her gentle voice admon*
Trust in the love of God.—Scl. • ishing him to follow the Christ.
"And remember, Son, it matters not where
*
•
you go or what you do, I'll always be pray**
ing that God will guide and guard you."
How many times he had heard his mother
about it now. It was too late to try to reach
Hunter Avenue, for he was many miles speak these words. And she was still prayfrom the residential part of the city, down ing for him. His sweet, gentle mother.
A sudden wave of homesickness swept
in the poor section near the river. He could
feel the cold wind from the river now. _ It over him—a sudden loathing for the life he
penetrated his clothing and cut his face like was now leading—a sudden desire to live
once more in the sweet, pure atmosphere of
a knife.
his own home. Oh why had he ever allowed
Stepping into the shelter of a large the glamor of the city to lure him from
tumble-down dwelling, Hugh sought to pro- that home? Why had he chosen these evil
tect himself from the biting cold, while he companions? Why had he allowed himself
tried to decide just what he ought to do to drift into the depths of sin?
next. So engrossed was he in his own
On the still, frosty air came the silvery
thoughts, that he did not notice the inmates
of that dingy house until the sound of child- notes of a church bell. As Hugh listened,
ish voices raised in song drew him toward a he remembered the church services which
he had attended with his mother. He redimly-lighted window.
membered the stained glass window in the
One glance into the dismal interior of that front of the church on which was depicted
home, made Hugh conscious once more of the story of "The Prodigal Son."
the biting wind; for the hearth was cold
Like the prodigal son, he too, had wanand empty, and the children, wrapped in dered away into the depths of sin. But he
old quilts, were huddled close together for could go back. Thank God for that! He
warmth.
could go back, and he would! Sinking upon
But they didn't seem to be conscious of his knees, he poured out his heart to God,
the cold. Their little faces shone with hap(Continued on page 414)
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Jimmie the Newsboy

J

UST one of hundreds of newsboys in the
great City of New York was Jimmie.
No one knew where he had come from. The
lusty wail of a tiny infant left on the
streets of New York had touched the heart
of one of the East side dwellers, and she
had taken the tiny baby to her little garret
room and had nursed him to a none too
sturdy childhood.
She had been gone now several years and
Jimmie had valiantly fought the battle of
life alone—ragged, often hungry, but with
the cheerful self-reliant optimism of boyhood. But one day something wonderful
happened to Jimmie. A sweet-faced lady
who had for some time been one of his regular customers invited him to a Mission Sunday School in his neighborhood. No one had
ever asked Jimmie to go anywhere before,
and certainly no such lady as this had ever
spoken kindly to him. Jimmie thrilled, and
long before the time on Sunday he was at
the mission.
As politely as if he had been one of the
rich boys whom he had seen going to school
in uptown New York, the lady asked Jimmie
to come in, and found a place for him
among the other boys of the class. By and
by it came time for the boys to recite the
verses which they had learned, and to read
the lesson from the books which the sweetfaced lady had given them. When it came
Jimmie's turn to read, he hung his head,
and when the sweet-faced lady encouragingly urged him to confess that he had not
been to school in his life and that he could
not read what the book said. Gently patting him on the back, the sweet-faced lady
told him not to mind, and promised that
if he would remain after the others had
gone, she would teach him some verses.
Jimmie was glad to stay, just to hear the
sweet-faced lady. But more than that he
wanted to be able to say some of the verses
as the other boys did. The sweet-faced lady
showed him how to begin with the forefinger of his right hand, and repeat the first
part of the Shepherd's Psalm, "The Lord is
my Shepherd", giving each finger a word.
Then she told him about the Good Shepherd
who had come to die for him in order that
he might have eternal life. Jimmie said the
words over and over again until he knew
them, and promised to be there on the next
Sunday.
Next Sunday came, but no Jimmie appeared. After waiting a little while the
sweet-faced lady inquired of some of the
other boys if they had seen Jimmie. It was
then that she learned that on the previous
day, while crossing the street, Jimmie had
been injured by an automobile and that he
was not expected to live.
Immediately after Sunday School was
over the sweet-faced lady went to the hospital. As Jimmie saw her coming down the
long hospital ward he slipped one hand out
from the while sheet, and with his fingers
extended, and a- smile on his face, he repeated as she approached his bed the words
that she had taught him about the Shepherd.

GOD'S GUIDING HAND
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"Do you know, lady," he said, "I like the
third finger best of all."
"Why ? " asked the sweet-faced lady.
"Because," said Jimmie, "it says 'My
Shepherd.' I never had anything in my life
for my very own. I never even had a father or mother, but you told me that the
Shepherd was mine, and I am glad." Then,
as the exertion and talking exhausted what
little strength he had summoned, Jimmie
lay very quiet.
The next day when the sweet-faced lady
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Christmas is the birthday
Of Christ the King,
Sing glad, happy carols
Make them ring,
For He came a baby
Just ,ais you,
Grew as other children
Always do.
When He grew to manhood
Loved to be.
With the little children
For you see.
Came to make them happy
Soothe their pain,
Sow within their mem'ries
Living grain.
Now He lives in Heaven
Hear Him call,
Children, I still love you
Give your all.
Ever be & sunbeam
Pure and bright,
Then you'll be for ]esus
A shining light.

came to Jimmie she found that the brave
little spirit had slipped away early that
morning. All night long, the nurse told her,
though so weak and feverish, Jimmie had
repeated again and again, "The Lord is my
Shepherd." When they removed the little
body from the hospital cot, they found the
third finger of Jimmie's left hand clasped
by the right. In simple faith he had claimed
the Lord Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd,
as his own.—S. S. Times, Sunbeams.
"Christ says to you and to me, as well as
to Martha: 'Said I not unto thee, that, if
thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see
the glory of God?"

seeking forgiveness for his past life, and
giving his heart once more to his Heavenly
King.
As Hugh Bentley rose to his feet, a
strange, new peace filled his heart. His sins
were forgiven, he had left his past life behind him, he would go back to his home, and
back once more to his Savior.
He thrust his hands deep into his pockets;
and, as he did so, his fingers came in contact
with his ill-gotten gains. He did not gloat
over them now however. Instead, he felt a
great loathing—a desire to be rid of them.
What should he do with them? He could
not return them to their former owners; for
alas! he knew not the ones from whom he
had taken them. Yet he could not, would
not keep them for himself. He would not
carry anything from his past life over into
the new.
As he stood quietly thinking, trying to
solve this new problem, his gaze traveled
once more to the lighted windows. Inside,
the little family were kneeling in prayer,
each one asking in simple faith for the
things which they so sorely needed.
As Hugh Bentley gazed upon the little
group, he knew what he was going to do
with that money. He would help his Heavenly Father to answer their humble prayers.

*

*

*

In the grey light of early morning, Hugh
Bentley stood once morte near the tumbledown house in Hunter Street. Most of the
hours before midnight had been spent :"n
Christmas shopping; for many and varied
were the purchases which he had made.
And, when the shopping was at last finished,
there was the task of finding a truckman to
convey him and his parcels to their destination.
For a time, it had seemed to Hugh that
every truck in the town was already busy;
but after a long and futile search, he had
chanced upon a young farmer, who had been
delayed in starting upon his home-ward
journey, and who had gladly seized this opportunity for earning a few more dollars.
Then, had come the happiest part of his
night's work: On the little porch, on the
south side of the house, where they were entirely sheltered from the cold winds, Hugh
and his companion had erected a large
Christmas tree. Then, forgetful of stiffening fingers, and freezing ears, they had
gone about the pleasant task of decorating
that tree. And when they had at last finished, it was with real pride that they had
stood back to admire it; for there was none
other so gayly decorated or so heavily
laden with gifts in the entire city that night.
Now, in the gray light of the Christmas
dawn, Hugh and his companion lingered on;
for both were loath to leave the spot until
they were given the opportunity of seeing
for themselves the surprise and happiness
of the little famly.
Nor had they long to wait for the poor
widow was astir early, hoping and praying
that she might today find work.
At the first movement inside the house,
the two men betook themselves to a convenient hiding place where they could see
and not be seen.
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They were none too soon; for a moment
later, the door opened, and the mother appeared in the doorway, followed closely by
the children. There was a glad cry of surprise, then all was silence, as the little family gazed spellbound at the beautiful tree,
bending beneath its load of clothing and
toys—at the bags of coal piled in a great
heap at one end of the porch—at the bedstead and chairs arranged at the other end
—at the provisions, heaped near the door,
and covered thickly with warm bed blankets
that there might be no danger of freezing.
For many moments, the silence lasted for
none of the family dared to move lest the
happy scene before them prove to be only a
dream from which they might awake.
! Suddenly, however, the silence was shattered by a childish cry of joy; and the curlyheaded lad sprang forward to clasp his arms
about a large red drum, trying at the same
moment to pull a large horn from the tree.
"My drum and horn, Muzzer, my drum

and horn," he shouted in glad excitement;
and, as though this were the signal for
which all were waiting, the other children
rushed forward to dance in wild excitement
around the tree; while the mother dropped
to her knees, sobbing for very joy, and pouring out her heart in praise and thanksgiving to God for His wonderful kindness and
love.
The Christmas bells were ringing once
more over the city, heralding the glad news
of a Savior's birth; and in Hugh Bentley's
heart, the bells of joy were ringing, heralding the glad news that the Savior had been
born into his heart and life. He reached
out, and clasped his brother's hand; (for so
the young farmer had proved to be) and
to-gether, with bowed heads, they also
poured out their hearts in praise and
thanksgiving to God for His wonderful
kindness and love in bringing this wandering sheep back to both his earthly and his
Heavenly home. — Sunday School Banner.

i a \ a ^a TS

V I S I T O R

0

•

V

S

I

T

S

i

f

S

:

•

?

&

Y

S

ytb^rs^Ya*Y<S*Y& *YS*^a>i(<a *ife"ts *-va *ya *v» *•?& "\a 'fa "i®> "VS

Showing Up John Norman
Janet T. Van Osdel
S they were having their supper of
bread, butter, cottage cheese, apple
sauce, and tea, Mary told John that she
could not go to the meeting that evening.
He observed the violet color circling her
clear gray eyes, and the pallor of her face
above her lavender dress. Yet he was relieved that she would not be at the meeting.
He washed and wiped the blue-and-white
dishes, and set them in the cupboard that
Mary kept so neat. When he went into the
sitting room, Mary was resting in the Morris chair which the people of Ainslee had
given them years before as a parting gift.
They both thought there was never another
chair so comfortable; as though when using
it the love of their Ainslee people rested
them.
As he put on his coat he looked around
the room as if to say farewell; it could not
be the same to him when he returned. It
was a shabby room, but precious with the
memories of forty years. Mary seemed to
sleep, so he left without disturbing her.
An edged wind thrust at him. It was the
winter's first cold weather. He tried to think
that was why he felt it so. If anyone had a
new coat it must be Mary. It was more humiliating for a woman to wear out-of-date
clothes than for a man.
But he should be concerned about the
reason for this special meeting. Concerned ?
The thing was eating into his soul! His past
came in pictures—Benders' Springs, Otissvilly, Dundale, Arvilla, Peehuakee, Ainslee,
Deerputt, Lorel Nanta and now Pambroke.
Ainslee was the high spot. Then he and
Mary had labored and loved and had been
beloved by everyone. They were there fifteen years. Then the doctors said the climate was bad for Mary.
The world would have called him a failure. He had never had a large pastorate, or
one that paid more than a meager salary.
Yet John Norman refused to call himself a
failure. Or Mary! Mary was a shining
success, old clothes and all, in whatever

situation she might be placed. His brown
eyes behind their shell-rimmed glasses
grew tender as he thought of Mary.
He was a thin man, rather short. His dark
hair, combed straight back, was thick and
gray. His nose was large but shapely; his
mouth wide, with thin, sensitive lips. His
eyes were wise, kind, understanding.
"If I say I'm a failure, I deny God," he
thought. "I have asked for guidance, and
have followed what I thought was His leading. Perhaps I cannot preach—"
He was recalling two pastorates which
had been taken away because his sermons
were not according to the stipulated form.
Deacon Hazzard had summed it up: "You
don't lay a foundation and then build up on
it, and then on that new material again until you have a complete structure, and carry
your congregation with y*u to gloi.-y or
damnation."
"I've tried to tell of the love of God and
to get people to walk in that love,'' John
Norman replied.
It had worked against him sometimes that
he would not toady to wealth or power. The
sick, the weak, the poor, the least known,
the erring were the ones who came firsc.
These did not sit in high places in the
church body.
He and Mary had hoped to make Pambroke their last charge. It was a peacefJ1
place in which to lay down one's burden at
the close of the long day—this lovely little
town among hills that had the form and
beauty of mountains without their heights.
How Mary had thrown herself into making the most of their house! She had pieced
carpets, remade curtains, used to advantage
every shred of furnishing they possessed.
When he remonstrated that it was too hard
for her, she said, "Nothing is too hard now!
Didn't the board say they wanted a pastor
who would settle down here, not one to take
this as a stop-gap as the young ministers
had done? That's why you took this instead of Avis with its hundred more a year.
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I'm making this last earthly home of ours
as lovely as I can, John!"
His heart was heavy as he entered the
cold vestibule of the church. It had begun
to snow. As he raised his hand to remo/e
his hat his eye was caught by a snow-flake,
white against the dark of his sleeve. A perfect crystal, its beauty was outlined upon
the dark, common sleeve.
"O perfect God and God of perfection,
have I doubted?" cried John Norman's
heart. "Would'st Thou make in such geometric pattern and beauty a snowflake, and
let go haphazard the soul that looks to Thee
for guidance? Take our lives, Mary's and
mine—form them according to Thy perfect
plan!"
He knew what charges would be brought
up. There was the evening he had been absent from the reception for Mary and himself, because he was in the county jail with
a criminal who was to die the next morning and who had asked for him.
Then he had called' at Nellie Hawkins' hill
\® cabin, to find her with a mortally ill baby.
"Don't leave me!" she begged. "No doctor
can help! I've known from the first I
couldn't keep him! Stay with me, preacher,
and bless him at the last! Stay, for the
love of God!"
The reprimanding committee told him that
a minister was required to walk circumspectly. It was scandalous to spend a day
and a night alone with Nellie Hawkins, who
had never had a husband, away off there in
the hills. John Norman recalled another
Magdalene at whom no stone was cast.
Another complaint was that he did no*"
always place the young people first. He
had sympathy for them, yearned over them,
craved the highest for them, but, no, he did
not place them before bleak middle or old
age.
"Youth has its youth to buoy it up," he
said to Mary. "We must be most tender
with and interested in those who are middleaged and old. Life can be a fiat affair then
with no buoyancy to it."
Then the townspeople thought he gave too
much time to the hill people. The townspeople were so ready with demands; the
hill people leaned on him only in great crises—marriage, birth, death, accident. But
their poor lives needed him so that John
Norman did not wait for them to ask.
He took a seat near the front. Many were
gathering. Chairs were even placed at the.
back of the room. They had never been
needed for his services, he remembered!
The meeting was called. Proceedings were
as he had anticipated. He answered questions, but offered no defense.
Then there broke upon the assembly a
new voice. It belonged to Dirk Kraach, a
hill man never known to attend an evening
meeting.
"My old father, he would have hanged
himself dead already. He say there is
nothing for the old ones. They should go.
Then Mr. Norman he comes. He talks. He
shows my father to make toys out of wood
with his knife and paint them red, father
whistles and sings hymns and prays and he
says Mr. Norman took that craziness away.
Life is a gift of God. We must make it
good."
(Continued on page 420)
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pilgrims, let us walk a separated path and
the widest ^possible contrast will be eventually realized in our destiny.
M a y God grant us in this festive season
a vision enabling us to see beyond the
holly, tinsel, and lights, and get our eyes
on Him who will definitely affect our walk,
motives, joy, testimonies and destinies.

Him. W e need to have Him abide in us.
Rutherford prayed for a heart as large as
the heavens that He might contain Christ.
M a y we, at this Christmas season, marred
though it is with the horrors of war and
strife, open our hearts wide to the One
whose name shall be called Wonderful,
Counsellor, the Mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.
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They Departed into Their Own
Country Another Way
Matt,

2:12.

E. J. Swalm
' H E N the Magi saw the Christ child
they opened their treasures and pre.
sented gifts. In this way they doubtless
got a vision of His greatness and future
such as few enjoyed at that time. Then
to avoid King Herod, to whom they had
been directed in their search through false
preconceived ideas, they were warned to
return home a different way.
At this Christmas season we once more
celebrate His birth but, just how many will
really see Him? H o w many will open their
treasures? H ow many will worship? Our
Heavenly Father can answer these questions and He only, for.He alone knows the
heart and can appraise motives.
W h i l e all this is true, yet we are certain of some things that are inevitable if
people sincerely seek Christ and open their
hearts to Him. They are sure to walk a
different road. Their course is directed in
another way. W h a t a radical change is
wrought in the life when people find Jesus
Christ! They are just naturally headed in
another direction.
The Magi took a different path thereby
avoiding Herod the great enemy of this
young monarch of such lowly birth. They
really sidestepped him and thus refused
to do service to his cause by divulging the
whereabouts of the child.
Every one who finds Christ in reality
to the pardon of their sins and establishes
genuine heart worship will take a changed
route. N o t a detour but another highway
going an opposite direction. They will
transfer their services of body, .soul and
spirit to Christ their best friend instead of
to Satan their worst enemy.
This resulted in a different testimony.
Instead of telling where he was, describing the birthplace, decorations, and the
historical background to satisfy the inquiries of a wicked despot whose formality
and desire for prominence bred hatred and
murder; they could with joy say "Hallelujah! I have found Him!"
Christians have different joy to those
who are mere professors and can only see
the historical, formal and commercial side
of this celebration,
T h e most embarrassing charge hurled
against the professing church today is that
there is not enough difference between
their conduct and that of the world. W e
answer with apologies, " T o o true!" Yet
it must be that many of those religious
seekers have been misled or have never
really found the power that changes or
else it would have necessarily have made
a noticeable change.
The wise men had a different destination
at the end of a God-directed journey. So,

"WONDERFUL"
Edward

Gilmore

"His Name shall be called
Wonderful" Isa. 9:6.
E prophet Isaiah under the inspirT Hation
of God looked ahead seven

hundred years, and saw what one has
termed the wonder of Heaven, earth and
hell. T h e Virgin Birth of Jesus is the
mystery of mysteries and has become the
battle ground of the church. Isaiah very
beautifully presents to us the dual nature
of Christ when he says, "Unto us a child
is born,'' speaking of His humanity, and
"unto us a Son is given" thus revealing His
divinity. In the incarnate Christ we have
not only a good man, but the "God-<man."
Jesus is wonderful in His person. H e
was pre-existent with the Father in eternity. H e was co-equal with God. In God's
creative work there was a community of
counsel for it is said, "Let us make man in
our image." Yet., the Infinite united with
the finite and the King of kings became an
infant in 'fa manger. His supernatural,
miraculous birth is an outstanding feature
of this wonderful Christ. And in character
Jesus was perfect and spotless. He himself said, that the devil had nothing in him.
His life and example of goodness and
holiness stand out above all others.

But it is nottHis life and example that
He primarily excels but rather in His
atoning work on Calvary. Through the
smoke and incense of Old Testament sacrifices Jesus could dimly be seen, but on
Calvary's cross a perfect and complete
atonement was made for sin.
Mohammed tells his followers how sinful they are and offers a most hopeless
future-, but our Wonderful Christ, recognizing our helplessnes to cope with sin,
steps down from Heaven and becomes a
substitute for us. "He who knew no sin
became sin for us." W h e n our blessed
Lord cried out from the Cross, "It is
finished' the sins of every person were
potentially atoned for. T h e plan of salvation through Christ is a most wonderful
success. Millions are in Heaven today,
and multitudes more will be saved' as Jesus
tarries.
Jesus Christ is the universal wonder.
Scholars recognize Him. Children receive
Him. Rich and poor may have Him. W e
need to know Him and consciously touch

A Christmas with Christ In It
John A.

Climenhaga

T O U R I N G these days of apostasy and
*-* commercialism it is well for us to remember that a religious holiday, such as
Christmas, should be far more than a day
of festivity and gift giving. Without the
birth of Christ, the Incarnate One, the
foundation of the whole Christian religion
crumbles, for without a birth there is no
life, where there is no life there can be
no death, without a death there is no resurrection, and without a resurrection there
can be no hope. So let us be sure to
keep in mind the birth of Christ, the Incarnate One, this Christmas Day.
For years the Jews had been looking
for their promised Messiah and when He
did come, they received Him not. Might
it be possible that while nominally we
hail His Advent with joy we fail to receive
Him into our hearts this Christmas time?
Let us know for a certainty that the Christ
has come into our hearts to abide and let
us keep Christmas day reverently. Heaven's gift is for you. Have you received'
Him? Can you worship Him in Spirit and
in Truth Christmas D a y of 1939?
A splendid way to spell Christmas in
our actual living would be to remember
the following acrostic in a very real sense
not only on Christmas D a y but every day
in the year:
Christ in us the hope of Glory
Heaven's gift to all men given;
Rad/anf SON, oh. blessed story
Immunity against all sin.
Salvation to the earth came down
Taurus true, redemption's
crown.
Mercy, Truth and Justice sent
Assurance for all persons meant
Sacrosanct that can't be rent.
W h a t the world needs, what the N ations torn and bleeding because of selfaggrandizement need, what every individual needs is not an non-entity, an "Xmas",
but a real Holy Spirit Appreciation of the
worship of Christ, a Mass with Christ in
it.
"For he that is mighty hath done to me
great things; and holy is his name.
And His mercy is on them that fear him
from generation to generation."
Luke 1:49, 50.
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T h e Miraculous Choice of
Bethlehem
(Continued from page 402)
You cannot possibly account for this
fact except by admitting either that Micah
himself had the power of forseeing events
that would take place seven hundred years
after his death, which is not a supposition
that can be tolerated, or that he spake under the power of. Divine inspiration, recording what was communicated to him
by God, who knoweth all things from the
beginning. The more one thinks of the
definiteness of this prophecy, and the certainty of its historical fulfillment, one is
almost inclined to believe that this verse
is the most remarkable prophetic utterance in the Old Testament, as far as
historical definiteness is concerned. In the
midst of Christmas joy, let us rejoice
that our Christmas hope rests upon such a
solid, unshakable foundation as divine
prophecy and historical fulfillment.
Not

a Natural

Choice

Moreover, it was a miracle indeed, not
only that Micah should have predicted
the very city in which Jesus should be
born, but that he should have chosen
Bethlehem for that epochal honor. If he
were speaking according to his own natural wisdom, Bethlehem would certainly
not be the city he would have chosen for
this distinctipn. There are at least 150
cities and villages in Judah referred to in
the Old Testament, and Bethlehem is by
no means the most famous. In the Hebrew text of the fifteenth chapter of Joshua, where at least 140 different cities are
definitely named as belonging to the tribe
of Judah, Bethlehem is not even mentioned
(though it was inserted in the Septuagint
text). It is never mentioned in the Book of
Maccabees, and never once in all the writ,
ings of Josephus. The great Hebraist, John
Lightfoot, makes the sweeping statement
that: "The Jews are very silent of that city,
nor do I remember that I have read anything in it concerning it besides those things
which are produced out of the Old Testament." Professor Gustav Dallman, the greatest living authority on Biblical geography, reminds us that: "Bethlehem, apart
from being the 'mother' of an important
family, did not play any prominent role
in the great history of Palestine. Its nearness to Jerusalem was fatal for Bethlehem.
T h e Bethlehemite family which established
Jerusalem's greatness, made Bethlehem in.
significant."
One might ask, how was Micah kept
from designating Jerusalem as the birthplace of the coming Messiah, a city which
was only six miles away from Bethlehem?
Because it was the birthplace of David, the
king? True, but it will be recalled that
David, when born in Bethlehem, was not

born of a kingly line, and was not a king
in his youth, but a shepherd lad. Further,
more, there were twenty kings in Judah
after David, all of them of the Davidic
royal line, ruling for a period of over four
hundred years, and not one of these kings
was ever born in Bethlehem, but, all of
them, as far as we know, in Jerusalem,
If Micah were writing under the spell of
his own reasoning, nothing could have kept
him from placing the birth of Jesus in Jerusalem and not in Bethlehem. He wrote
that name, Bethlehem Ephrathah, not because of his own learning, or his own fore-

•

PROPHECY FULFILLED

"Unto us a child is born, unto
us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his
shoulder: and His Name shall be
called Wonderful, Counsellor, the
Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. Of
the increase of His government
and peace there shall be no end,
upon the throne of David, and
upon His Kingdom, to order it,
* and to establish it with judgment and with justice from
* henceforth even for ever. The
zeal of the Lord of Hosts will
perform this." (Isa. 9:6, 7).
"And, lo, the angel of the Lord
came upon them, and the glory
of the Lord shone round about
them; and they were sore afraid.
And the angel said unto them,
Fear not: for, behold, I bring you
good tidings of great joy, which
shall be to all people. For unto
you is born this day in the city of
David a Savior, which is Christ
the Lord." (Matt. 2:9, 10, 11).

sight, but because the Spirit of God, who
knew where and when the son of God
would be born, infallibly inspired him to
record that very name.
Bethlehem in the Old
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Testament

Moving on down through the centuries,
seven centuries from Micah's prophecy
regarding Bethlehem to Bethlehem's great
event, we find ourselves again confronted
with evidence that compels us to acknowl.
edge the overruling providence of God,
T o begin with, as one carefully studies the
Gospel records, one is amazed to discover
that the place of our Lord's birth should
have been in any way prominent in Old
Testament records, when, at the same time,
we discover that almost all the places
mentioned in the Gospels, in connection
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with our Lord's life on earth, are not once
referred to in Old Testament Scriptures,
Thus, for example, for thirty continuous
years, Jesus lived in a city called
Nazareth, but Nazareth is never mentioned in all of the Old Testament. The only
place in the Gospels that is called "his
own city" (Matt. 9:1) is the thriving city
of Capernaum on the Sea of Galilee, which
he so often visited, and where so much
of his teaching and ministry were carried on;
but Capernaum is never once mentioned in
the old Testament. Jericho (which played
no important part in the life of our Lord),
is an Old Testament city, and of course Je.
rusalem is also, but how little else, geographically speaking, is carried over from
the Old Testament into our Lord's life! But
Bethlehem is found in the Scriptures of the
Old Covenant, and that not once or twice,
but thirty-five times, and in eleven different books, over a period of at least 1,300
years, from the day when Jacob buried
Rachel, far back in the book of Genesis
(35:19), down to Nehemiah's register of
the genealogy of the remnant returning to
Palestine (Neh. 7:26).
And yet, even though the city of Bethlehem appears at the opening of N e w Testa,
ment history, it plays no part whatever
in the great historic events of the N e w
Testament after the birth of our Lord.
Not another single event, is recorded by
the N e w Testament writers as taking place
in Bethlehem.
There is another miraculous aspect of
this subject, and that is the manner in
which Mary was brought into the city of
Bethlehem just at the time she was to give
birth to her first born son. The family
into which Jesus was born did not live in
Bethlehem. Both Joseph and M a r y lived
in the city of Nazareth, far up in Galilee,
in a Gentile environment. T h ey were
poor people and were not given to traveling around the country for pleasure, nor
was Joseph employed in any work which
would lead him at any tim e to visit the
southern cities of Judaea. Joseph was a
carpenter at Nazareth and normally would
probably never go very far from his city,
except on periodic visits to Jerusalem.
H e would have no occasion for going
And yet Joseph did go to
y farther south.
Bethlehem, and M a r y went also. They
went because the Emperor Augustus,
hundreds of miles away in Rome had issued a decree that all of his subjects
should be taxed.
How Joseph and Mary

Were

Led

Well, even such a decree would not
have brought Joseph and Mary to Bethlehem at the time of the birth of our Lord,
for the decree reached Jerusalem sometime in B.C., but our Lord was not born
until three years later. H o w did it happen
that Joseph was not compelled to go to
Bethlehem until 5 B.C.? And here is a

418

(18)

E V A N G E L I C A L

most wonderful, providential hindrance of
the execution of the decree of one as
powerful as the Roman Emperor: Herod
knew if he forced this Roman decree upon
his people, an insurrection would almost
certainly result, as it did in A.D. 6 (Acts
5:37), and so he sent an embassy to Rome,
which was not even given an audience, but
returned having accomplished nothing. "A
second embassy was sent, which, in all
probability, was commissioned, not to suggest exemption from enrollment, but to
promise unconditional obedience in the
matter.
This embassy was successful.
Augustus was reconciled to Herod. . . .
In respect to the census, however, Herod
had to obey. There is one thing, however,
which Herod probably gained. . . As a
concession to his pride and to suit the ever
wakeful prejudices of his Jewish subjects,
the enrollment was given a tribal character; his subjects were called upon to repair to their own ancestral cities for enrollment as if they were still living in the
days of David and Solomon" (Adam
Fahling, in his new and fascinating "Life of
Christ," page 95).
If Herod had carried out the execution
of the decree of Augustus two months before he did, or two months after he carried
it out, Jesus would not have been born in
Bethlehem, but iji Nazareth. The clock
tjhat regulated all details regarding the
birth of our Lord began to strike when
Augustus issued in Rome this decree for
taxing his subjects throughout all the provinces; it struck again when Herod finally
yielded to this demand of Augustus and
announced from Jerusalem that the decree
must be obeyed; it struck again when
M a r y was found with child by the Holy
Spirit; it struck again when Joseph heard
it announced in Nazareth, where he was
living, that all descendents of David must
go down to David's city to be enrolled;
and it struck exactly twelve o'clock when
the journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem
to obey a decree of Augustus Caesar, because of Joseph's descent from a man who
had lived one thousand years before, was
terminated at the same time as the nine
months' pregnancy of the Virgin Mary
came to its natural end. There was only
one week in all of Mary's life, as far as
w e know, when she was ever in the city
of Bethlehem, and that week was the week
in which she gave birth to her first-born
Son. If this is not the overruling of Divine providence, to fulfill the prophecy of
the Holy Spirit through Micah, announced
seven hundred years before, then evidence
is not evidence, and order should be called
chaos. There is one more point to be considered.
The Jews Driven

from

Bethlehem

After the tumult raised by Barcochba in
A.D. 132-135, the Emperor Hadrian compelled all Jews t o leave Bethlehem as well
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as Jerusalem, and the amazing thing is hem fulfilled the promise made to it by
that, while, for hundreds of years, Jews Micah when Jesus was born there, and all
have lived in the city of Jerusalem, and ' the forces of divine Providence, historical,
live there today, no Jews have lived in genealogical, physiological, which brought
Bethlehem after their expulsion by Had- about that divine event, will never again
rian 1,800 years ago. As one authority meet in Ephrathah of Judah.
reminds us: "As in Nazareth, so in Bethle.
"Remember the former things of old: for
hem, the associations with Jesus make I am God, and there is none else; I am
them repugnant to the Jews, and they have God, and there is none like me; declarno desire to settle in the Christian holy ing the end from the beginning, and from
places.". The astonishing thing about this ancient times things that are not yet done;
is that the Jews have admitted for centuries saying, M y counsel shall stand, and I will
that because of the absence of any vestige do all my pleasure . . . yea, I have spoken,
of a Jewish population in Bethlehem, no I will also bring it to pass; I have purposdescendant of David, no Messiah, no one ed, I will also d o it" (Isa. 46:911, R.V.).
to fulfill ivi ican s prophecy, could ever
— S S. Times.
now be born there, nor could have been
born there for the last 1,800 years. In
We Have a Savior
fact, this has troubled Jewish commentators so much that they have endeavored
(Continued from page 405)
to evade the difficulty by the fable, dressed
up in various ways, that the Messiah was
One who rescues with a mighty hand.
indeed born at Bethlehem on the day of the
destruction of the Temple, but that, on Matt. 14:22-33.
One who triumphs in the raging storm.
account of the sins of the people, he was
afterward carried away by a storm, and Mark 4:35-41.
had since that time, remained unknown and
W h a t then is included in this word?
concealed in various places. Thus spoke
It embodies all of human nature, as
the Talmud, the very ancient commentary well as that of divine; in its consideration
on Lamentations, Echa, Rabbati, and the is included all of the past. Rom. 3:24-25.
very old commentary on Genesis, Breshith Possesses elements to meet all the possibiliRabba.
ties of the present, Phil. 4:13.
This Savior is able also to determine all
Yes, it was a miracle in many ways that
Glory
in Bethlehem the Messiah was born. Only mysteries of future revelation.
the miracle of Divine foreknowledge and to God!
inspiration can account for the fact that
I have a Savior who understands all of
before this event, seven hundred years be- my human nature.
fore, the town was definitely designated
I have a Savior, through whose possesas Messiah's birthplace. It was the Holy sion I can be partaker of the divine naSpirit of God, none other, who led Micah ture, who offers me pardon for all past
to choose such a relatively insignificant transgression. One who provides all the
and unlikely city for the place of our help I need for present possibilities and
Lord's birth. Only the providential over- success, and knows and supplies all the
ruling of a sovereign God could ever have need for my future happiness. Praise His
so perfectly timed an edict of Rome, and Name,
its postponed execution in Palestine, that
W h o is this? A born Savior, which is
M a r y should be compelled to be in Beth- Christ the Lord.
lehem, far away from her home, just the
This is the anointed of God, the long
week when her first born Child was to be
looked
for Messiah, the One who is anoint,
delivered. And when prophecy, government, genealogy, and the laws of preg- ed with the oil of gladness above His felnancy, all combined to bring to pass this lows; He shall restore order out of chaos,
which the W o r d of God had foretold, then the One who finally surrenders the kingdid another edict of the same Roman dom to God and His Father, having overgovernment, and a strange constraining thrown all other rule and authority, and
influence on all Jews in the centuries that power. I Cor. 15:24.
This is none other, than the one describfollowed, render it utterly impossible that
any birth in this lovely city could ever be ed by Daniel, 7:13, 14. He is Lord of all.
the birth of the son of David. The birth
In preaching to Cornelius. Peter said:
of Christ there fulfilled the promise of M e s . "The Word which God sent unto the chilsiah's coming; historical occurrences since dren of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus
make the coming of any other Messiah im.
Christ; He is Lord of all."
possible.
Peter on another occasion said, "Therefore let the house of Israel know assuredly,
In other words, when the clock finished that God hath made this same Jesus, whom
striking on the night of our Lord's birth, ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ."
This Lord and Christ was made for
its machinery was broken to pieces by the
one who put it together, our All-Wise and a little while lower than the angels.
W h y ? that He might become a Savior.
All-Powerful God. It never has, it never
For unto you is born a Savior.
will, it never could strike again. Bethle-
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"His name shall be called
Mighty God" Isa. 9:6.

. The

A N Y attempts have been made to
escape from the force of this declaration.
However, after a discussion
prolonged through centuries, it is sustained by the Hebrew scholars of out
day, that, whether we accept it or reject
it, the prophet's declaration is that the
Person concerning whom he wrote should
be called "The Mighty God," which is but
the Scriptural way of asserting that He
should be "The Mighty God", for names
represent realities when divinely given.
It is the conviction of the whole Christian
Church that the Person concerning whom
this declaration was made is our Lord
Jesus Christ. He is the "Child," the "Son",
the "Mighty God", concerning whom
Isaiah speaks. It is not sufficient to give
our assent to this statement: let us think
seriously about it.
It is very essential to soundness of creed
and theology, and to any full realization of
the Christian life to hold firmly to the
scriptural teaching of the perfect humanity
of our Lord Jesus Christ. He was a man
in the same sense that this is true of any
man; all the essential qualities necessary
to perfectness of manhood existed in Him.
This great truth should be grasped and
held firmly, if His example is to be meaningful to us. His sympathy with men,
because of His identity with them in their
experience, can never be to us, what it
has been to millions, one of the most com.
forting and strenthening of all thoughts.
He was "made like unto His brethren, that
He might be a faithful high priest in things
pertaining to God, to make reconciliation
for the sins of the people." (Heb. 2:17).
Of equal importance is it that we hold
firmly the doctrine of His deity. That He
is the "Mighty God" is declared' by His
words (John 6:48, 7:37, 8:12) and by His
works (Matt 14:32, 33). This doctrine
is interwoven
throughout
the New
Testament. T h e sum of its teaching concerning Jesus Christ is that in Him God
was manifested, and that He is the true
God. (I Tim. 3:16; I John 5:20). Though
this is one of the profoundest of all doctrines it is to be considered the most
practical. Should we doubt it, how could
Christ be our Savior? How could He be
more to us than any other eminently holy
and wise man who lived and died centuries
ago? W h a t personal benefit may I receive from the declaration that He died for
me'? Is it possible that man may atone
for the sins of the whole world, for my
sin? W h a t consolation can I desire from
the declaration that He now lives and is in
heaven? If so, as a man, doubtless, He

(Continued from page 409)

Books
will sympathize with me, but how am I
assured that He hears my cry when in distress and danger? If He hears my cry,
is H e able to help?
As our physical life can be sustained
only by the compound yet simple atmosphere we breath, just so can this complex
Christian life of ours be sustained only by
the complex and unfathomable mysterious
doctrine of the Divine-human nature of
Christ. Should we desire to simplify the
atmosphere by taking away, if possible,
either of its main constituents would transform the earth into a sepulchre; and to
"simplify" Christian doctrine by taking
away the doctrine of our Lord's Deity or
His humanity is to destroy spiritual life,
W e do well to accept, in all their fulness,
the declaration of Scripture concerning
the Lord Jesus. Certainly, these declarations transcend our reason, but they do not
contradict it, Whatever is written in the
Scriptures concerning the Person of our
Lord should be joyfully accepted by oui
faith.
M a y we think much of Christ as the
Son of man, that by His example we may
be incited to strive after a noble manhood, and by the assurance of His loving
compassion m a y b e comforted a n d
strengthened amid the sorrows and struggles of life. T o think much of the Lord
Jesus as " T h e Mighty God" makes oui
faith rejoice in His ability to accomplish
for us a complete redemption. It is well
that our reason and conscience bow to the
authority, inherent, in all His utterances.
Our love for Him, while it is tender and
ardent, may also be reverent. W e have
reason to rejoice, realizing the freedom
given to the soul to express the feelings
of adoration that rise up within, as we reflect upon the perfection, purpose, and
work of Him who is "The Mighty God."

ful hom e and a prayerless home is about
the same contrast as comparing heaven with
hell. T h e parents are responsible to God
for the spiritual welfare of the children,
Joshua in establishing his home said: "As
for me and my house we will serve the
Lord."
Then in the lives of young people, prayer plays an important part. They should
be more than a nominal church member
but a sincere, earnest child of God, depending on God to give them wisdom and
understanding in taking up their life's
work.
///. Its Need

in the Church

Before Christ leaves His disciples, H e
prays for the Church, realizing the church
is the only instrument He can use to
carry on His work. He is greatly concerned that they do not become tainted with
the world. John 17:15-24. That they
might be kept from evil, and that there
might be unity among them, also that in
the end they might be able to behold His
glory. T h e Apostle Paul was concerned
about the different churches because he
mentions quite frequently how he remembers them in his prayers. He depended
on prayer and expected that his prayers
would strengthen the church.
One of the greatest needs of the church
today is prayer. If the church would get
to praying, the time of old-fashioned revivals would return, where souls weep
their w a y back to God at an altar of
prayer whether it be in their home, at
their work, or in some church. Then the
crying need for young men and women in
the mission fields would, soon be supplied.
The church doesn't need more organization
or better methods but men and women
whom the Holy Ghost can use—great men
of prayer. T h e Holy Ghost can not flow
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Letters of a Gentile to His Daughter
(Supposedly

written from Bethlehem,

A.D. 3)

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
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Tn my dear daughter and her many youthful friends, known and unknown:
W e bring you greetings from the Land of Promise. The tidings of the
risen star and the visit of the wisemen, about which we wrote you in our
last letter, are still the joy and rejoicing of our hearts, and we send you
our greetings in the name of this wonderful Babe of Bethlehem, whose
star and sceptre we fell sure will ultimately light and rule the world. M a y
His light and joy be yours this Christmas Day.
Poo.
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through method's, organization but men.
Oh, that souls would see the necessity
of real earnest praying especially in this
day when there are revival efforts being
sponsored in practically every community.
The little time that the average church
spends in prayer, there is no need to wonder that the spirit of revival is absent from
our services. T h e only secret of every
revival is prayer and more prayer.

White as Snow
"Though your sins be as scarlet, they
shall be as white as snow" Isa. 1:18.
"White as snow." How grand the promise
For the heavy-laden breast;
When, by faith, the soul receives it
Weariness is changed to rest.
"Red like crimson," deep as scarlet—
Scarlet of the deepest dye.
Are the manifold
transgressions
Which upon the sinner lie.
"White
Thus
Leaving
Like

as snow!" Can my transgressions
be wholly washed away?
not a spot behind them,
a cloudless summer day.

Yes, at once, and that for ever,
Through the Blood of Christ, I know,
All my sins, though red like crimson,
Have become as white as snow.
—Author
Unknown.

Showing Up John Norman
(Continued from page 415)
"He made our great-grandma glad like
that!" shrilled another voice.
"He got my man to stop liquor. He got
him a job and he works steady and goes to
church and brings home the money," said a
dark woman.
"He took our Alice away from that fast
crowd that was ruining her," offered a thin,
sad-faced man.
"People said Billy was crazy. Mr. Norman brought a doctor, and he made Billy as
bright as any boy," contributed a red-faced
man.
They had rallied from the hills, these
friends, knowing that they might have to
plow the long way back in a snowstorm.
John Norman was deeply touched.
The hill people had come to cast their
vote. There were 759 votes cast: 541 were
for keeping John Norman.
Then James Jaines, the most powerful
and the least talkative man in Pambroke
arose. John Norman had never known
whether Mr. Jaines was for or against him.
Mr. Jaines said, "This has been hard on
Mr. Norman, yet those who stirred up this
fus have made our minister to be shown in
his true light—we see him walking in the
footsteps of his Lord. We must never let
him go if we can keep him. I move we
pay him five hundred more a year. If the
church is short I'll handle it."
There was compassion in Mary's gray
eyes when John came home. But here was
no man in need of pity!
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"Mary, our work is here as long as we
live!" he cried.
"But I heard—" she began.
"So did I! But only a minority of the
church held anything against me, and I believe that now most of those wish us to
stay!"
He told her the details of the meeting.
"Now if only you were well!" he sighed,
his joy suddenly dimmed.

December 18, 1939
Never had she appeared so frail, he
thought.
"But I can be well!" she cried. "It takes
money, that is all. An operation will make
me all well, but I did not say anything for
I knew you did not have the money!"
"Mary, that wasn't right! Why, what if
—well, anyway I can take care of my wife
now! Mary, did you ever notice the beauty
and perfection of a snowflake?"
—Watchman-Examiner.
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